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   Crievewood United Methodist Church                                                                                       January 8, 2014 

   

   Pastor’s Pen 
 

   Keeping Faith with God and Each Other 
 

  Happy New Year!  Jane Kenyon wrote a poem titled Otherwise in which she expresses gratitude for life circumstances with the  

    repeated verse, it might have been otherwise. It is a cold sunny Epiphany day, and I am at my office desk thinking how blessed  

    I am to be appointed to Crievewood United Methodist Church. It might have been otherwise. 
   

    I am excited about a new year of ministry together! However, before leaving Christmastide I want to look back on an experience  

    I had December 23
rd

.  Since Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas January 7
th

 this year (according to the Gregorian calendar;  

    we use the Julian calendar), my reflection is liturgically in season.  Having married into a long standing tradition of Christmas  

    Caroling for Fannie Battle Day Home, the family gathered with friends and food to carol around the neighborhood where my  

    in-laws live.  We often make jokes that neighbors are wise to us and know when to turn the lights out and pretend not to be  

    home, nevertheless, caroling 2013 brought sublime moments. 
 

  The typical format is: we decide upon a song to sing, knock on the door and start singing.  If the door opens we are prepared to  

    move seamlessly to a second song, after which we ask if there is a favorite, hoping they do not name “Good King Wenceslaus”.   

    Twice the request was for “O Holy Night”, which is not on the short list of standard door to door caroling numbers but was within  

    our capabilities given the voices and knowledge of our chorale.  In both instances listeners were moved to tears; not because of  

    the quality of our singing (good or bad) but because it offered the message and meaning they needed to hear that evening, that  

    moment.  At a third home the door was answered by an elderly gentleman and a young woman who offered to go and bring his  

    wife to hear the singing.  While that was happening he told us his wife had Alzheimer’s.  Once she was present we sang “Silent  

    Night” during which she held his hand and sang with us; when we finished she looked up at him and said “kiss me”.  Now we  

    were the ones with tears in our eyes. 
 

    I understand the power of music to reach deep places in the human heart, I understand the link between Christmas carols and  

    the experience of Christmas, yet those were unexpectedly holy moments indeed.  The tune and words spoke the Word of  

    comfort and hope to two women feeling the weight of life concerns while standing in the darkness of a cold December night.   

    The tune and words connected the Word in memory and love for a woman living with Alzheimer’s and her adoring husband.   

    For me, it was a transcendent experience  that brought new meaning to holy night, silent night. 
 

  I would point out that on December 23
rd

 our family kept its tradition of caroling; it might have been otherwise.  We offered  

    our voices to be used as instruments of God’s good news; it might have been otherwise.  Consequently, we were at the right  

    place at the right time to bring God’s grace, joy, and love to others, and to have our own lives encounter the divine; it might  

    have been otherwise. 
 

   As we live into 2014 at Crievewood UMC I encourage you to faithfully keep the covenant we have made together and to find  

    ways to serve God through this local church, so that we might be in the right place at the right time to share the love of God,  

    the peace of Christ, and the hope of salvation.  It is our calling and our purpose, but Lord knows we can do otherwise. 
 

    Peter van Eys 

 
         

   
     

   

 

    



    

   Up-Coming Events  
 

   District Training 
    Do you have a question about what you are supposed to do as a newly appointed committee member in 2014? Or maybe you’re  

    a veteran member with some questions as to how other churches handle certain problems.  Get some answers at a district  

    training to be held Saturday, January 11, 9:30 a.m. at Brentwood UMC.  Four classes will be conducted including Healthy  

    Congregations led by Rev. Charles “Skip” Armistead,  Connecting with Our neighbors, Financial Reporting, and Staff/Pastor/Parish  

    Committee Training.   

 

   Bible Study 
    On Sunday, January 12, 2014, at 6:30 p.m., we will begin a study using Jennie Allen's Stuck-the Places We Get Stuck and the God  

    Who Sets Us Free.   The group will meet weekly for 8 weeks.   

 

   Chili Cook Off 
    Turn up the heat!  The third annual Crievewood Chili Cook Off is on Sunday, January 26, at 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Prizes  

    will be given for the best traditional, non-traditional, and spiciest chili.  The golden ladle will be awarded to the cook who  

    receives the most votes overall.  Come and join the fun! 

 
 

   Missions 

 

   Safe Haven Coordinator Needed 
    We need someone to coordinate Safe Haven meals in 2014.  The job involves contacting Safe Haven late in the week before the  

    Saturday that CUMC hosts to determine the number to be served and scheduling and reminding the class that is responsible to  

    let them know how much food to prepare.  If anyone can help, please contact Jennifer Bizwell or Blake Leyers. 

 

   Outreach Committee Announcement 

    Reservations and deposits have been made for 20 participants to serve the Bahamas Methodist Habitat mission for the week  

    of July 27 – August 2, 2014. The cost to participate will be $500 per person plus airfare.  This mission experience is open to anyone,  

    though youth who have not completed the 9
th

 grade will need an adult family member to accompany them. The 20 spots are first  

    come, first served and you can secure your reservation with a $100 deposit.  If you are interested in participating in this mission  

    trip, please plan on attending a meeting on January 26 immediately after traditional worship. 

 

   Old Christmas Cards 

    Nurture Committee will again collect Christmas Cards to be used for Christmas books.  A collection box will be placed under the  

    table by the stairs in the narthex. 

 

   Charlie’s Caramel Corn 
    Charlie’s homemade caramel corn will be available in the narthex on Sunday, January 19, to purchase for your favorite football  

    game or party.  To enjoy this treat, please donate to youth missions.  The honor system will be in place.   

 

   VBS Director Needed Now 
    VBS will be held June 23-26, 2014, and we are in search of Directors to help us plan and get ready.  If you are interested in  

    serving as a co-director, please contact Leigh Ann Cate.  

 

 
      



   Activities 
 

   JOY Club 
    The JOY Club is a group of mainly older adults meeting monthly for an outing that includes a Dutch treat meal and an experience  

    at a location in Middle Tennessee.  The next meeting is Thursday, January 23; JOY Club will tour the Sumner Crest Winery.  Meet  

    at the church at 10:00 a.m.  Lunch will be included in the day’s activities.  Please make a reservation with Jean McCurdy by  

    January 19, 2014. 

 

   Music Notes 
    Thank you to all who participated in Christmas musical events at Crievewood in December.  You brought much joy and Christmas  

    cheer to so many in the community and congregation. 
 

    Did you make a New Year’s Resolution to be more involved in church activities?  The Chancel Choir warmly welcomes new  

    members, no matter how “musical” you think you are.  Rehearsals are Wednesday’s at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room.  Please  

    consider joining us, as we move towards Lent and Easter. 
 

    We are in the process of creating the “Crievewood Praise Ensemble.”  This group is a combined group of youth and adults who  

    would like to sing in an ensemble, but can’t commit to a weekly rehearsal schedule.  The ensemble would sing a couple of times  

    throughout the year and rehearsals would be minimal.  If this is something you might be interested in, please email Will Lambert  

    (willl@wcs.edu). 

 

   Lunch and Learn 

   Know the Metro Fire and 911 Center 
    Please mark your calendar for Tuesday, January 28, from 11:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Over lunch the Fire department will present a  

    program in Fellowship Hall to help us learn about the services that they provide for citizens of Davidson County. Participants will  

    be able to order a boxed meal of either baked ham or turkey from Honey Baked Ham.   Order forms are in the narthex. 

 

   UMM 
    The United Methodist Men will hold their next monthly meeting on Saturday, January 11, at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  There is  

    always a great breakfast, fellowship, and program, so make an effort to come.  Then reach out and invite a guest to join you. 

 

 
   WNF 

 

 

 
 

 

           * The spring session of Wednesday Night Fellowship starts January 8, with dinner at  

                  5:15 p.m., and  "Winter Trivia Night" family fun at 6:15 p.m.   
  

           * On January 15 children’s spring music programs will begin, and Nancy Rosdeutscher will  

                  be guiding the adults in the creation of some new banners for our sanctuary.  Plan to  

                 stay and fellowship regardless of your level of craftiness!   
 

           * Watch for more information regarding subsequent weeks' programs, which include  

                "Fun with Apportionments!", a Lenten study led by Pastor Peter, and a children’s musical.   

 

   WNF Menus: 
 

                Wednesday, January 8—Turkey tetrazzini, mixed vegetables, rolls, and dessert 
 

                 Wednesday, January 15-Beef stew, salad, and dessert.  Tomato soup for vegetarians. 

 
    

 Wednesday Night Fellowship 



        

   New Meal Pricing and Reservation Policy for 2014 
 

    New pricing for 2014 is as follows: 

       Ages 12 and up--$5.00 per plate 
 

      Ages 4-11--$3.00 per plate 
 

       Age 3 and below--No cost 
 

        Family Rate--2 adults + two or more children under age 18 from same family--$14.00 
 

      NEW:  To Go Plates-- ALL To Go Plates are $5.00 each, regardless of ages 
 

    NEW RESERVATION POLICY--Those without a reservation will be asked to wait until all who made a reservation have arrived  

    and been served before going through line.  We can not guarantee there will be food for those who did not make a reservation.  

                            
 

 

 

  Children’s Corner 

 

   Nursery Schedule 
                                          8:00-10:30 a.m. Shift           10:30 a.m.-noon Shift 

                    1/12/14     Craig and Blake Leyers            Leigh Ann Cate    

                    1/19/14     Chuck and Betsy Bean            Ali Stoner 

                    1/26/14     Carla and Jimmy Arnette          John Stevens 

 

   Other Items 
 

   Altar Flowers 
     If you would like to celebrate God’s grace in your life and enhance Sunday worship, consider donating flowers for the altar.   

     The Altar Flower calendar for 2014 is posted in the upstairs educational hallway on the wall above the children’s clipboards.   

     If you would like to offer the gift of altar flowers, just sign the chart for your selected week, and you will be contacted. 

 

   Offering Envelopes 
    2014 offering envelopes for those who requested them are located on a table in the narthex hallway.  If you would like offering  

    envelopes and you do not find a box with your name on the table, please contact the church office.   

 

       

    

   

 

 
  

 

            

 

              

 

  
     

                

 

 

 

 


