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       Pastor’s Pen 
 

       Living Forward Together in 2016 
 

     Our family returned from a vaca�on to Morocco.  It was, as expected, a completely new world for us; it was, as  

     expected, a marvelous �me for us. The history, the people, the culture were fascina�ng; we experienced the sense  

     of stepping back into a medieval city, the hustle and bustle of tradi�onal markets, and the pa!erned life of daily  

     calls to prayer.  And the food was great! 
 

     I have been asked by many whether we felt safe during our travels, yes.  Security lines are a given for airports, as  

     for moving about in Morocco, we were treated very well and made some new friends along the way.  There was  

     one interes�ng mixed message from our guide in the town of Fes, when he told us “there is no crime here, but we  

     do have excellent pick-pockets so pay a!en�on to your wallets.”  I might categorize picking someone’s pocket as a  

     crime, but maybe I am nit picking. 
 

     It is good to get away and good to come home.  I am excited about ministry together in the New Year, and trust you  

     are as well, so I was pleased to be back in worship at Crievewood yesterday.  Later in the a/ernoon, our Administra�ve  

     Council held its first mee�ng of the year and set the 2016 Opera�ng Budget; it remains the same as last year, though  

     projected expenses have shi/ed a bit within the spending plan. 
 

     I want to make a few observa�ons about our financial life.  First, we have excep�onal financial oversight through  

     members who serve as Treasurer, Counters, and on the Finance Commi!ee.  How blessed we are!  Second, we  

     consistently approve a realis�c budget and then live within that budget.  The Finance Commi!ee is to be commended  

     for its prayerful and faithful stewardship of our financial resources.  In 2015 we received $461,097.49 toward an  

     Opera�ng Budget of $462,000. 
 

     The financial reali�es, however, are not fully what we would like them to be.  For the past two years we approved  

     a spending plan that did not include paying 100% of our appor�onments.  The desire to pay 100% is unanimous, so  

     I share that as an act of confession on behalf of the church leadership.  You need to know that the 2016 spending  

     plan does not include 100% of our appor�onments either, though you can be sure that any monies received over  

     and above the approved budget will be applied toward appor�onments. 
 

     Another reality is that we have completed the three year pledge cycle of the capital campaign (as well as the  

     renova�on and construc�on project itself).  I expect some more gi/s toward the capital campaign to come in 2016,  

     and the remaining balance owed on the project is in line with what we forecasted and approved, but you should  

     know that our 2016 spending plan does not include debt reduc�on through the budget.  We will con�nue to make  

     our debt payments through the capital campaign funds. 
 

       There are also many posi�ve signs and reali�es that bear on our financial life.  Our mission reach has been growing,  

     we have visitors every week, we have re-energized lay leadership, we have a lovely facility, we have a dedicated staff,  

     we have a healthy rela�onship with the neighborhood, and with the capital campaign cycle complete, I an�cipate  

     some monies pledged to the building fund will return to the opera�ng budget.   
 

     No doubt this is a lot to absorb, please contact me, Joe Buffler (Treasurer), Steve Curry (Finance Chair), or Ken Pinkston  

     (Administra�ve Council Chair) if you have any comments or ques�ons. Ul�mately, the good news is that we have  

     within our midst an abundance of wealth and resource.  Should we choose to do so, or should the Holy Spirit so  

     mo�vate us, we could fully fund our spending plan as it has been approved, pay our appor�onments 100%, and pay  

     off the building loan in 2016.  I am praying that we will.      
 

     Peter van Eys 



     
 

 

     Up-Coming Events 
 

     Chili Luncheon/Cook-off 
     Dust off your favorite chili recipe, and ring in the new year at our Chili Cook-off on Sunday, January 24,  

     immediately following the tradi�onal service.  To enter the contest, pleases RSVP to Kathryn Buffler at  

     kwbuffler@a!.net.  Don’t feel like cooking?  Come and enjoy house chili for $5 per person.  Children  

     eat free. 

 
     Record Release 
     Dear Crievewood family, 
 

     I can’t believe it’s already been two years since I started serving alongside you!  I can’t tell you how much of a  

     blessing you all are to me as both a Chris�an disciple and a musician. Over these past two years, I’ve been wri�ng  

     original songs for us to sing in our worship services at Crievewood. This past year, some friends and I went to  

     Warner Bros. Studios on music row to record some of them and created a new project called, “Gathered.”  

     This project is a small collec�on of not just my songs, but our songs of worship. I would like to dedicate this project  

     to Crievewood.  On Friday, February 5th at 7:00pm, we are planning to celebrate its release in the fellowship hall.  

     That night, the Gathering worship team will be sharing the songs on the new project. So come on out, enjoy some  

     music, and feel free to sing along!  There’s a good chance that you have heard some of these songs before!  

     “Gathered” will be available for purchase and light snacks and refreshments will be provided. This summer, I will  

     be traveling with a music ministry team with the Global Missions Project to serve in Quito, Ecuador, and 100% of  

     the proceeds from album sales at this event will go toward funding this trip. Thank you for your consistent encouragement,  

     prayers, and support. 
 

     In Christ, 

     - Caleb 

 
     Youth Valen1nes Banquet 

     Ooo LaLa!   
     It may be cold outside, but it'll be nice and warm inside for the  
 

     Youth's Annual Valen1ne's Banquet, Saturday, February 13 @ 6:30pm. 
 

     Be sure and make reserva�ons soon because you don't want to miss out on a delicious dinner by one of  

     Crievewood UMC's renown chefs and an entertaining and wi!y show by our talented Youth.   

     You can sign up outside of Steph Dodge's office, call Steph or call the church office. 

     Hope to see you there, mon ami! 

 

 

           
 

        Missions 
 

     Room in the Inn 
     Crievewood has partnered with Room in the Inn this year to provide meals and shelter to Nashville’s homeless.   

     We will host six men every Wednesday night in January.  Volunteers are needed as drivers, innkeepers, cooks,  

     and clean-up crew.  A sign–up poster is located in the narthex if you would like to help. 

      



     Human Rela1ons Day 
        Human Rela�ons Day is one of six UMC special offering Sundays which we will observe next Sunday, January 17.   

     The money collected through this special offering is used for programs that help those in crisis who o/en live on  

     the margin of society such as those who are ba!ling addic�ons, those dealing with gang recruitment and violence,  

     and those entering community a/er an incarcera�on.  Please give as you are able.  

 

 

 

 

     Ac1vi1es   
 

     JOY Club 
     On January 28 Joy Club will meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. and travel to Mt. Juliet to visit NOAA, the na�onal  

     weather service.  There will be a one hour tour star�ng at 11:00 a.m. which includes demos of the equipment used  

     by the service.  The tour is followed by a seated program.  Lunch is a/er the program at Golden Coral.  This ac�vity  

     is open to all members of the Crievewood family. 

 

      Tuesday Bible Study 
     Tuesday Bible Study meets every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the Wesley classroom and is led by Jim Kannon.  This group  

     is star�ng a new study book, God Was Here and I Was Out to Lunch, by James W. Moore.  This is a great �me to join,  

     and new members are always welcome.    

 

     Wednesday Night live 
     Wednesday Night Live begins with dinner at 5:35 p.m.  For reserva�ons, please contact Jan at 615-832-2897 or turn  

     in the reserva�on form in the Sunday bulle�n.  Upcoming menus are listed below.   
 

     January 13-- Baked chicken breast, mashed potatoes, broccoli and cheese, and rolls 
                      

                             Serving on 1/13—New Journey Class 
 

     January 20—Pork chops, hash brown casserole, mixed vegetables, white beans, and cornbread 
 

                    Serving on 1/20—Wesley Class 
 

     January 27—Roast beef, potatoes, green beans, rolls, and dessert 
 

                              Serving on 1/27—Fellowship Forum Class 
 

     The cost for all weeks is $8 per adult, $5 per child 3-8 years old, free for ages 2 and under, and $25 family max 
 

     Programs- 

                    6:15-7:00 p.m.-Preschoolers meet in Room 116 for Art and Bible �me. 
 

                    6:15-7:00 p.m.-School-age children meet in the Choir room upstairs. 
 

                    6:30-7:00 p.m.-Medita�ve service in the Builders' Classroom. 
 

     Peter will be speaking on the theme of bap�sm in January. Even if you cannot make it for dinner, join us for evening  

     medita�on, prayer, and praise at 6:30 p.m. in the Builders’ classroom. 
 

 

     District Training 
     Nashville District Training will be on Saturday, January 23, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Calvary UMC.  If you have  

     accepted a new leadership role in the church and would like to learn more about that role, or if you would like to  

     share ideas with others in a similar leadership posi�on in other churches, this is a good opportunity to learn and  

     network.  Classes include Evangelism, Financial Repor�ng, SPRC Training, Trustees, Increasing Energy Efficiency  

     in the Church, Church Safety, and Crea�ng a Climate for Innova�on.  To register, please contact the Nashville District  

     Office at carol.ruckman@tnumc.com. 

 

 



      

     Children’s Corner 
 

     Seeking VBS Directors 
     “Surf Shack—Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love” is the theme for Vaca�on Bible School 2016.  We are looking  

     for two directors to help us get organized and assist in the coordina�on of an exci�ng summer adventure for the  

     kids in our neighborhood and in our church family. Plenty of �me to plan and a PERFECT opportunity for members  

     who love organizing/planning events, but find ongoing �me commitments difficult. Please contact Leigh Ann for  

     answers to ques�ons or to volunteer!   

 

     Nursery                       1st Shi@                   2nd Shi@  

                January 17           Chris and Kelly Cates           Blake and Craig Leyers 

                January 24           Chuck and Betsy Bean          Chuck and Betsy Bean 

                January 31           Andy and Amy Freck           Mindy and Riley Morris 

 
     Child Care Center News 
     NEW BOOKS for the NEW YEAR!!   Thanks goes  to the UMW who generously gave the child care vouchers to     

            McKay’s  Bookstore.    We were able to purchase over 30 books for the center, allowing the children in each class  

     to clean out the book centers, elimina�ng old, worn books to make room for the new ones.    
 

     Thanks to Jason Stoner for installing a plug for the new washer/dryer.    The machine has been delivered and will soon  

     be put to good use. 
 

     Check out our art work in the hallway, right across from the restrooms. Each class decorated pieces of a 2016 puzzle  

     mural and then worked together to work the puzzle, spelling out 2016. 
 

     Happy New Year from all of us in the Child Care Center! We’re off to a great start! 
 

     Sharon Ferrell 
 


