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   Pastor’s Pen 
 

   Scan, Seek, Set 
 

    Aware that technology advances faster than my learning curve with technology, I want to offer as a metaphor something I have  

    mastered before it goes the way of the pay phone booth.  The seek button and the scan button on a car radio.  Having recently  

    been in car shopping mode, I am conscious of change coming to audio entertainment; where I now must make the effort to push  

    a button (or touch a screen) others will simply direct by voice. 
 

    The difference between scanning and seeking offers an interesting faith reflection; it is substantial.  For instance, scanning sets in  

    motion repeated action while seeking moves from one place to a definite other.  Not too many weeks ago we heard the story of  

    the journey of the Wise Men (Matthew 2:1-12), scanning the skies for sustained direction but singular in their seeking the child  

    “born king of the Jews”.  Both efforts are important to the story, suggesting their benefit for our own spiritual journeys. 
 

    In the season of Epiphany (our current liturgical season) we affirm and celebrate the ways that God’s presence is manifest in our  

    lives.  I submit that scanning is a fundamental part of that equation.  We are to be mindful and attuned to the holy’; assured that  

    those who have eyes to see and ears to hear will encounter God through people, places, and experiences each day.  From the  

    moment we arise from bed until we lay or head down to sleep, we should be scanning all around us for manifestations of the divine. 
 

    So too should we be seeking a deeper relationship with God and life in the kingdom of God.  Scanning has a random quality to it,  

    while seeking is more calculated.  In our lives of faith, seeking involves intentional commitment to the means of grace that draw us  

    closer to God and one another.  Seeking initiates decisions that place us where God wants us to be; seeking follows markers put in  

    place by Jesus Christ and illuminated by the Church. 
 

    As I said, both scanning and seeking are vital to healthy faith development.  However, scanning in this sense presupposes a  

    cultivated life of seeking.  I might be so bold as to say that one’s ability to discern God’s presence in one’s daily walk (scanning) is  

    in direct proportion to one’s faithfulness to the disciplines of prayer, scripture reading, worship, and Christian fellowship and  

    service (seeking).  Moreover, to carry this metaphor further, both may lead to pre-set buttons that establish pattern and preference. 
 

    We are leaning toward the season of Lent, a liturgical season that will begin on March 5th this year.  Epiphany lends itself to the  

    scan button, while Lent focuses on the seek button; we need both.  Yet the goal of a heart that truly seeks and scans for God’s  

    will and presence is a life pre-set according to Kingdom values and the example of Christ.  Paul put it this way in Colossians 3:2  

    “set your mind on things that are above”.  The beautiful thing is this , once our lives are so set we begin to scan the horizon for  

    the people and places most in need of justice, compassion and love, and seek daily to offer that justice, compassion and love in  

    Christ’s name. 
 

    I look forward to seeing you Sunday, giving thanks daily for our life shared in Christ; it is our joy to scan together and seek together  

    God’s presence in and God’s claim upon our lives.  May it be our goal to so set our minds on things above, that we become a sign  

    of God’s love and presence for which so many scan and seek.  We can reflect later on becoming a congregation that is voice  

    activated, God calls and we go; so ancient, so cutting edge. 

 

    Peter van Eys 



    
    

   Up-Coming Events 
 

   Valentines Banquet 
    The annual Valentine dinner, served by the youth, will be Saturday, February 15, at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  This year’s menu  

    includes prime rib, pasta with pesto, vegetable side, Greek salad, rolls, and dessert.  The delicious Valentine dinner is accompanied  

    by a variety show and photo booth.  The reservation sign-up sheet is posted by Steph’s office door. 

 

   UMM 
    The United Methodist Men will hold their next monthly meeting on Saturday, February 8, at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Ed Lee,  

    the Area Commander of the Salvation Army, will be the speaker.  There is always a great breakfast, fellowship, and program,  

    so make an effort to come, but also be alert to weather advisories and email as ice/snow may appear this weekend.   

 

   Looking Ahead  
    On Sunday March 30

th
 we will honor Tom McBryde and give thanks to God for his many years of ministry on the Crievewood staff.  

    A potluck meal will follow the traditional service. 

 

 

 

   Missions 
 

   VBS Leaders 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0D44A8A82BAB9-crievewood 

 

    We are still looking for additional VBS 2014 leaders.  If you are interested in crafts, dinner, registration, story-telling, or recreation,  

    please go the link above and sign up soon.  VBS is Monday through Thursday, June 23-26 from 5:45-8:00 p.m. each evening. 

 

   Open Table Nashville 
    Due to the cold weather in Nashville this winter, there is greater need for emergency shelters for homeless individuals and  

    families.  Open Table Nashville is committed to filling that need, standing in the gap for those who are not able to take advantage  

    of the great services offered by the Nashville Rescue Mission and Room in The Inn.  
 

    Though our church building is not currently set up or equipped to be an emergency shelter, members may volunteer their time to  

    serve in those shelters that do open around the city.  There are several needs: 

                              * Serve as innkeepers at a shelter 

                                 * Help do laundry after warming shelters 

                              * Help with dinner and/or breakfast at the shelter 

                              * Donate much needed bedding 

    If you would like to know more, or think you could serve in this ministry, please contact regina@opentablenashville.org. 

 

   TP Sundays Are Back        
    As part of our ongoing support of Community Care Fellowship the Outreach Committee is encouraging participation in TP Sundays .   

    Please bring toilet paper, any size package, on the first Sunday of every month.  Packages may be left in the narthex of the church.   

    This can be an individual or group donation as groups within the church are encouraged to take TP Sundays on as a project.  On  

    February 2, Crievewood collected 344 rolls for the homeless of Nashville.  Our goal is to donate 4,000 rolls to CCF this year. 

 

   Bahamas Mission Trip 
    Those planning to participate in the Bahamas mission trip should submit the $100 deposit by February 16.  

     
    

 



   

   Activities 

 

   JOY Club 
    The JOY Club is a group of mainly older adults meeting monthly for an outing that includes a Dutch treat meal and an experience  

    at a location in Middle Tennessee.  The meetings are usually the 4
th

 Thursday of each month.  Photos taken during the year will be  

    judged in the November meeting and prizes will be given to best in show. 
 

    The next meeting is Thursday, February 27.  JOY Club will tour the Sumner Crest Winery followed by lunch at 5 Chefs.  Meet at  

    the church at 10:00 a.m. and bring $3 for the van.  Please make a reservation with Jean McCurdy by February 23, 2014. 
 

    Thursday, March 27, the Joy Club will take a one hour walking tour of the Music City Center at 1:00 p.m.  Lunch will follow.   

    Departure time and other details to be announced later. 

 
   Church Banners 
    Anyone interested in constructing banners for the church as an on-going activity should contact Nancy Rosdeutscher, 834 7739,  

    rosden3@att.net.  This group can meet day or night or both.  Let Nancy know your preference.  Supplies are being purchased to  

    get the action started.  The projects will be prepared enough in advance to assemble easily. Creating the banners is an opportunity  

    for both fun and fellowship on these cold winter days, so come join us.   

 
Do You Have a Yellow Dot? 

    The Yellow Dot packet is designed to provide first responders with an individual’s medical information in the event of an  

    emergency on the roadways.  Participants receive a yellow dot decal, a yellow dot folder, and a medical information sheet.  A  

    personal photo should also be placed on the sheet. The decal should be displayed on your car while the information sheet should  

    remain inside the yellow folder in the glove compartment of your car.  The telephone number to request TDOT Yellow Dot packets  

    is 615-253-1122. 

 
   “Stuck” Bible Study 
    Our Sunday night Bible study continues each Sunday evening, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Searchers classroom.     

 
   WNF 

 

 

 
 

                      On February 5, Pastor Peter will talk about the Tennessee Conference  

                      Apportionments as part one of a four week discussion on "Fun with  

                      Apportionments!".  The children will meet at 6:00 p.m. upstairs for  

                      children’s music. 

        

   WNF Menus: 
 

                               Wednesday, February 5—Chicken pot pie, salad, and dessert. 
 

                        Wednesday, February 12—Veggie Night: pinto beans, turnip greens,  

                                                                                             corn, apples, corn bread, and dessert 
 

                               Wednesday, February 19—Baked potato bar, salad bar, and dessert 

 

 

    

 Wednesday Night Fellowship 



        

 

 

 

  Children’s Corner 

 

   Nursery Schedule 

                                          8:00-10:30 a.m. Shift           10:30 a.m.-noon Shift 

                          2/09/14         Joe and Chris Carter                Rainey White 

                        2/16/14         Christy and Kellyanne Shaw           Peggy Cates 

                                2/23/14         Tracey and Jillian Lee               Zach Cate  

 

   PJ’s and Popcorn 
    All Children 6

th
 grade and under are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall on Friday, February 21, at 6:30 p.m. for a fun movie  

    night.  Come in your pajamas, and bring your blanket or sleeping bag, pillow, and favorite lovey.  Kids, bring at least one parent  

    who can stay with you the entire time.  Feel free to bring a friend with his/her parent as well; this will be a great opportunity to  

    invite families to Crievewood! 

 
    
              

   Other Items 
 

   A Financial Note 
    If anyone would like a copy of the monthly balance sheet of the church, it will be available each month in the church office no  

    later than the 10
th

 day of the following month.  If you would rather receive the statement by email and help us save money on  

    paper, please contact Jan at 615-832-2897. 

 

   Building Fund Envelopes 
    There are “It’s About Time” capital campaign single envelopes available on the small table in the narthex to the left of the office  

    door.  You are welcome to use those envelopes when you are donating to the building fund.  

 

    Altar Flowers 
    If you would like to celebrate God’s grace in your life and enhance Sunday worship, consider donating flowers for the altar.   

    The Altar Flower calendar for 2014 is posted in the upstairs educational hallway on the wall above the children’s clipboards.   

    If you would like to offer the gift of altar flowers, just sign the chart for your selected week, and you will be contacted. 

 

 

  
     

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
   


