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Names, Messages, Lent, and a Fallen `E’ 

 
 The current message on the west side of the church sign announces the Wednesday night program for Febru-

ary 29
th

.  Most of you know that two women from the 147 Million Orphans organization will be here to share informa-

tion and stories about that ministry; the sign is to inform and invite the neighborhood.  However, a curious thing keeps 

happening.  The first names of the two women are noted on the sign, Gwen and Suzanne; but repeatedly I discover the 

`e’ at the end of Suzanne’s name has fallen off.  I really don’t think this is some cosmic indication that her parents mis-

spelled her name, though we have recently read through the story of angels telling both Mary and Joseph and Eliza-

beth and Zechariah what to name their sons, and an extra `e’ would change the pronunciation of Jesus and John 

(unless it is a silent vowel).  However, it can serve to remind us all how easily messages shift in the winds of time and 

place (just go with the stretch), or at the least how things we put in place simply fall by the wayside from time to time, 

often unnoticed. 
 

 It is Fat Tuesday and I am thinking about the pancakes I will eat this evening.  Besides revealing that this col-

umn is past due in Jan’s inbox, you no doubt connect that Ash Wednesday and the Christian Season of Lent are hours 

away.  Let me emphasize again that Lent is a season that calls Christians to faithful and intentional commitment to the 

spiritual disciplines that are a means of grace.  For many of us this is an annual invitation to see what commitments in 

our walk with God have fallen by the wayside.  That `e’ on the ground in the bushes could be a commitment to weekly 

worship that became occasional attendance, or a commitment to daily prayer that devolved to only in times of need.  

Lent calls us to notice the `e’ on the ground and put it back in its proper place. 
 

 Furthermore, the season of Lent is grounded in a particular story, the passion narrative of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  Historically these forty days of Lent were a time of preparation for those who would be followers of Jesus, 

as well as a time of renewal and  reconciliation for those who had already professed the faith.  In other words, many 

have and will respond to the proclamation of the gospel and enter into newness of life, many have and will choose life 

in the Kingdom of God as it is offered through Jesus.  In the Bible we read that  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-

day, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8) and that God gave  Jesus “the name that is above every name” (Philippians 2:9).  I 

want to suggest (hopefully you have hung in with the stretch) that being named a Christian has one pure meaning, be-

ing like Jesus in word and deed and purpose, and yet, invariably across time, place, and circumstance that name takes 

on different messages.  Maybe we should all ask God’s forgiveness for where/how we have changed the name 

(knowingly and unknowingly) of Jesus, for it is part of the plan that God’s message of love and salvation is revealed 

through all who take on his name and identify themselves as Christian. Lent is a time to do just that.  Personally I will 

get on it after eating some pancakes; we have some incredible Vermont maple syrup and, well, like most  humans I am 

so easily distracted. 

Peter van Eys    

 
  

 
 

                                                                                                                                               



 

 

 

 

 

 

   February 22:  Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 p.m. 
 

   February 29:  147 Million Orphans 
   Come hear Suzanne Mayernick and Gwen Oatsvall as they share their ministry, 

   147 Million Orphans!  Hear their testimonies about their families’ journeys through  

                  both domestic and foreign adoptions.  For a sneak peek, visit  their website at  

   www.147millionorphans.com. 

 

   March 7 through March 28  

   Beginning March 7, two options will be available for adults:       

   —Carter Ellis will continue the “This I Know” study.  It will be helpful for material  

                     preparation if interested participants can RSVP to the educational office by  

       Tuesday, March 6. 

   —Pastor Peter will be leading a Lenten study, Listening at Golgotha. 

 

WNF Dinner Menus 
 

 

  Wednesday, February 22—Country barbecue with Donna’s sauce, cole slaw, baked beans,  

                                                         cornbread, and ice cream 
 

  Wednesday, February 29—Hamburger steak with gravy, green beans, mashed potatoes, and   

                                                                               pineapple upside down cake 
 

  Wednesday, March 7—Corn beef with cabbage, carrots, whipped potatoes, salad, rolls, and 

                                      carrot cake.  Hamburgers available for children. 
 

 

 

Missions 

Box Tops for Education 
 

This Lenten season, the UMW and Outreach Committee invite you to join us in establishing a new holy 

habit.  On Sunday, February 26, we will begin collecting Box Tops for Education.  Watch for the pink 

logo on products that you purchase.  Clip them and drop them in containers that will be placed in each 

Sunday School class and in the narthex.   These Box Tops will be given to Una Elementary School and 

Norman Binkley Elementary School where they will be used to purchase books and other much-

needed school supplies. Let’s make this a holy habit that Crievewood will participate in all through the year.    

 

While you’re collecting items. . . . 
 

The UMW collects Campbell Soup labels to benefit the Red Bird Mission in Kentucky.  The labels can be passed to Jen-
nifer Bizwell or any UMW member.    



 

Children’s Corner 
 

Children’s Musical  
Wednesday, May 2, during Spring Fling 

An infectious, lively, and fun musical about the flood, Noah, and his family begins in March in Children’s Choir.  Audi-

tions for specific parts will be Wednesday, February 29
th

. 

 

Congratulations! 
Congrats to Camden Morris and Riley Morris for their January’s Memory Challenge!  Their names were inadvertently 

left out of the last newsletter.     

 

Spring Festival 
    Mark your calendars for Spring Festival on March 31 with a NEW     

    start time of 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast will be served!! 

 
 
 

Youth and Young Adult 
 

                      Help Moe's and 

                       The Crievewood UMC Youth Group 

                        Raise Money for 

                         Our summer Mission Trips to  

                           Mountain T.O.P and the Bahamas Methodist Habitat 
 

                                        Come to Moe's Southwest Grill in Brentwood       

                                                 at 101 Creekside Crossing, Brentwood 

                                        on March 4
th

, 5-8 p.m. 

                                            And Moe's will donate 15% of the proceeds back to our youth. 
 

30 Hour Famine 

The youth will be hosting the 30 hour famine at our church on March 16-17th.  The 30 hour famine is a national event 

where youth go hungry while serving others in order to raise money and awareness for people who are hungry around 

the world.  This year they will be joined by Rehoboth UMC from Gallatin.  You can participate in the 30 hour famine 

yourself either by fasting, or by supporting our youth through donations to World Vision, or through your prayers. 

 

Mountain T.O.P. 
The youth are returning to Mountain T.O.P. on June 3rd-9th to help those in need on the Cumberland Plateau.  Any 

youth finishing up 7th grade or older is welcome to participate.  We also need adult chaperones.  The Mountain T.O.P. 

trip has always been a favorite experience of the youth.  Don't miss out!  Sign up on the youth bulletin board or in the 

youth room.  A $100 deposit is needed by April 29th to confirm your spot. 

 

New Sunday School Class for 20-somethings and College-age 
Too old for youth?  Too young for an “adult” Sunday School class?  Steph and Carter will be starting a new Sunday 

School class on February 26th for those who consider themselves to be around “twenty-something” or those in college.  

Come join us for a cup of coffee on the 26th as we discuss what we want the class to look like.  The class will meet in 

the room next to the kitchen (formerly the Jr. High Youth room). 

 



 

JOY Club 
 

February 

The February meeting of Joy Club, held on March 1, is a joint meeting of fellowship and games with the senior group of 

Belmont United Methodist Church led by Jim Strickland.  The program will run from 11am-2pm.  Please bring your own 

sack lunch and include something in your lunch that you can share with one other person;  the drink and dessert will be 

furnished by our host.  Also bring your favorite game and $2 for the van.  We will leave the church at 10:15 am unless 

we have enough participants for two vans.  If that happens, the van will make two trips.  So that we have an accurate 

count of the number of participants, please make your reservation with Jean McCurdy or Wanda Bumpus.  Then join us 

for a great time! 
 

March 

Visit Travelers Rest on Thursday, March 22, and enjoy the staff led tour of the house and grounds.  You can also  

examine the exhibit of Civil War relics.  After the tour JOY Club members will eat lunch at Cool Springs Buca Di Beppo.  

Please bring $8 for admission to Travelers Rest, $2 for the van, and money for lunch.  Be ready to leave the church at 

10:00 am.  Make your reservation with Jean McCurdy no later than March 18, 2012. 

 

 

UMW General Meeting 
 

Saturday, February 25, is the UMW General Meeting.  We will meet at the church at 9:00 a.m. for brunch which will  

be followed by the program on Open Table.  Open Table is a facility for the homeless here in Nashville run by Ingrid 

McIntyre, the daughter of Dave and Patti McIntyre, and is one of the projects our UMW supports with our pledges.   

All women are invited to join us. 

            

 

Emergency Training 
 

God calls us to love and care for each other, and being prepared for emergency is part of the ministry of caring and 

healing.  Fittingly, the Nurture Committee will sponsor two classes of AED training and CPR certification, one on  

Saturday, February 25, from 1-5pm and a second on Saturday, April 14, time to be determined (note date change).  

Both sessions will be held in Fellowship Hall.  The registration fee is $15 per person.   Class sizes are limited, so if you 

would like to participate in either of these opportunities or if you a have question, please contact Nancy Rosdeutscher 

at 615-834-7739. 

 

 

Church Conference 
 

There will be a Church Conference on Sunday, March 25, at 3:00 p.m. to vote on the proposed renovation and expan-

sion of the church building.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this special meeting of the congregation. 

 

 

Thank You 
 

Dear Crievewood Family, 
 

Thank you all for the outpouring of care you have shown to us during the recent death of our mother, Ruth Snell.  Your 

calls, offers of help, attendance at her memorial service, delicious food and the many cards sent are all deeply appreci-

ated.  You are truly a very caring church family.  
 

Judy Simpson and Connie Snell 

 

 

        


