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     Pastor’s Pen 
 

     Keeping Warm 
 

     Many years ago (I am talking early 90’s) I received a gi� subscrip�on to the Alaska Geographic Magazine, not  

     sure why; however I enjoyed it immensely.  It came to mind looking over the wintery landscape that is Nashville  

     this morning.  I recall an issue that featured the story of a man who was flown into the wilderness along the  

     Arc�c Circle one July with instruc�ons for the pilot to come retrieve him on the same date the following year.   

     He wanted to test his survival skills in that beau�ful but harsh environment.  
 

     He survived, and when asked the most stressful part of the experience, responded “fear of le-ng the fire go  

     out and not being able to restart it, or burning down my shelter from a fire not properly tended”.  He worried  

     most about his source of warmth, and understandably so, for that was a ma0er of life and death. 
 

     I imagine all of us have considered the blessing of physical warmth during these very cold days; and yes, the  

     issue of heat in the new church bathrooms is being addressed.  However, moving through the season of Lent  

     I am also mindful of the spiritual warmth we are offered by God through Jesus Christ.  The assurance of the  

     Holy Spirit, sparked by God’s prevenient grace or poured out upon us as tongues of fire, is a precious gi� of faith.  
 

John Wesley recorded in his journal how on May 24, 1738, while listening to a sermon, his “heart was strangely  

warmed”. The disciples that walked with the risen Lord on the road to Emmaus comment “were not our hearts  

burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32)   

I can a0est to my own experience of warmth, fire, and burning as helpful expressions of a strong sense of God’s  

presence and call. 
 

In keeping a holy Lent, some fire tending is in order.  I have been reflec�ng on the constant need of prayer  

and the persistent call to offer Christ.  I have been par�cularly drawn to meditate on the power of intercessory  

prayer, and how the act of prayer flames the heart of God and/or the heart of another.   The world we all live in  

can seem a harsh and unforgiving wilderness. 
 

     I o�en revisit Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book Life Together when contempla�ng the nature of our shared covenant  

     in the church, and responsible living with regard to all humanity.  In discussing spiritual love he writes that the  

     spiritual person will “speak to Christ about a brother more than to a brother about Christ”.  I do not fully  

     understand how prayer works, or why there are �mes God seems painfully silent while we pray, a�er we pray,  

     but I do know prayer is essen�al to our spiritual health and fuels our proper rela�onship with God and neighbor.   
 

I look forward to the warmth of Chris�an fellowship and the igni�ng power of corporate worship this Sunday;  

with you, with the triune God.  As the body of Christ we come together around the source of life and tend to  

the means of grace that warm our hearts and soul; it is a ma0er of spiritual life and death. 
 

     Peter van Eys 

 

 

 

     



     Up-Coming Events 

 

                                             Discover Crievewood 
                             Want to learn more about Crievewood UMC?   

          Have ques�ons about Methodists?  Looking for ways to get connected? 

                                 Join the Senior Pastor for a light meal  

                                            and an evening of answers and informa�on  

                                                          on March 15
th

 at 5:00 @ the church 

 
     New Pictorial Directory  
     Mark your calendar and reserve your spot to be photographed on April 17, 18, 28, or 29 for our new pictorial  

     directory. Three years have passed since our last directory.  It is important that you have a picture taken so our  

     newest members will be able to know you and older members can get to know them.  We will have a sign-up  

     table in the narthex star�ng next week.              

 

     Dorcas Circle’s Soup Luncheon 
     The annual Dorcas Circle’s Soup Lunch will be on Tuesday, March 17th, in Fellowship Hall at 11:00 a.m.  You can  

     enjoy a variety of soups plus drink, cornbread/crackers, and dessert, all for $6.00.  Proceeds will be used by the  

     circle for their mission projects.  Please pass the word along to your friends and neighbors.     

 
 

 

     Missions 
 

     One Great Hour of Sharing 
     Sunday, March 15, is a Sunday of special offering in the United Methodist Church.  One Great Hour of Sharing  

     calls Methodists to share the goodness of life with those who hurt.  This offering provides administra�ve support  

     for UMCOR as it responds to disaster survivors and people in need around the world.  Please give as you are able. 

 

     Spuds, Salads, and Sweets 

     The youth will be having a fundraiser luncheon a�er church on Sunday, March 29th to earn money for youth  

     missions and ac�vi�es.  Come and enjoy a potato bar with salad and dessert. 

 

     Caramel Corn 
     Look for Charlie’s homemade caramel corn in the narthex on Sunday, March 29th.  It’s a perfect Easter treat.  

     Proceeds from this sale go to youth missions. There is a $5 minimum per bag. 

 

     Easter Lilies 
     If you would like to remember or honor a loved one by purchasing an Easter lily used in decora�ng the sanctuary,  

     please fill out a flower envelope found in the narthex and place it in the offering plate or turn it into the office.  

     The cost of each plant is $12.00.  The deadline for ordering a lily is Palm Sunday, March 29. 

 

 

 

 

         Ac/vi/es 
 

     JOY Club 
     JOY Club will travel to an unknown des�na�on for lunch on Thursday, March 26.  Par�cipants will leave the  

     church at 10:45 a.m. to eat lunch at 11:30 a.m. The only clue is that the meal is in Nashville. 



        On April 23
rd

 Joy Club will tour Ra0le and Snap.  The tour starts at 10:30 a.m. and costs $15.  Members should  

     be ready to leave the church that day at 9:00 a.m.  Lunch will follow the tour at Cracker Barrel.  Please make a  

     reserva�on with Jean McCurdy and pay for the tour by April 2
nd

.  The check should be made out to Crievewood UMC. 

 

     Bible Studies 
     Tuesday Bible study meets at 9:30 a.m. every Tuesday.  The group is led by Jim Kannon and is currently studying  

     the book of Isaiah.  The Sunday night group meets at 6:00 p.m. weekly.  Members, led by Leigh Ann Cate, are  

     currently examining the series Change the World by Mike Slaughter.   Both groups welcome new members. 

 

     Retreat 2015 
     Join us August 14, 15, and 16 for our annual church retreat.  We will head to Beersheba Springs Assembly  

     for a fun weekend of bonding, hiking, res�ng, ea�ng, playing games, and being a church family away from the  

     normal rou�ne.  People from every genera�on are encouraged to register, and we will offer a variety of  

     ac�vi�es for all ac�vity levels and ages.  Registra�on forms are in the narthex, and the ini�al deposit is due  

     March 15.  Please contact Leigh Ann Cate with ques�ons or with your sugges�ons for ac�vi�es to add to the  

     mix.  We are looking forward to a warm weekend on the mountain in August.   

 

     UMM 
     The United Methodist Men will hold their next monthly mee�ng on Saturday, March 14 at 8:00 a.m. in  

     Fellowship Hall.   We will have the tradi�onal Saturday breakfast followed by a program message.  All men  

     are welcome; please invite a friend.  

 

     Wednesday Evening  
     The Seven Last Words of Christ 

     Our Lenten worship series con�nues on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:00.  Through song, prayer,  

     medita�on, and crea�ve response, we are focusing on the seven last words of Christ from the cross.   
 

                  March 11
th

    My God, why have you forsaken me (Mark 15:34)   

             Chelsey Hedglin, Vanderbilt Divinity School Student 
 

                  March 18
th

    I am thirsty (John 19:28)      

             Keller Hawkins, Vanderbilt Divinity School Student 
 

                  March 25
th

    It is finished (John 19:30a)     

                            Steph Dodge, Associate Pastor 
 

     During Holy Week we will again unite with the congrega�on of South End UMC for Holy Thursday and  

     Good Friday Services.   
 

                  April 2
nd

      Holy Thursday (Crievewood @ 6:30)             

                            Into your hands I commend my spirit (Luke 23:46) 

             Dane van Eys, Vanderbilt Divinity School Student 
 

                  April 3
rd

      Good Friday (South End @ 6:30) 
 

     Please call 615-832-2897 to make a reserva�on for dinner, OR complete the reserva�on form in the  

     bulle�n on Sunday.  All reserva�ons must be received by Tuesday at noon.   

 

 

     WNF Menus 
 

     Wednesday, March 11—Chicken pot pie, cranberry salad, and dessert 
 

     Wednesday, March 18—Tilapia, rice, mixed vegetables, rolls, and dessert 
 

     Wednesday, March 25—TBA.  Please watch the Sunday bulle�n. 

 

 
  

  



     Children’s Corner 
 

     Crievewood's Spring Fes/val & Easter Egg Hunt  

     Saturday, April 4, from 9-11am  
     We are looking for Volunteers to help set-up, clean-up, work the fes�val, and donate  

     items. Sign-up forms with more details will be circulated through the Sunday School Classes 

     in the next few weeks.  We are already excep�ng candy to fill our eggs for the Easter Egg  

     Hunt. Please donate Individually wrapped candy (NO chocolate) that will fit in an egg. This can 

     be dropped off in the church educa�onal office.    
 

        Events like this make such special memories for us all. Thanks to all that volunteer to assist  

     in making this another successful Crievewood event. If you have any ques�ons, please contact Leigh Coppella at  

     leighcoppella@hotmail.com or 427-1759. 
 

     Spring Fes/val Egg Stuffing 

     Please join us on Sunday, March 29, at 3pm to stuff the eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt.   All Kids 12 & Up Welcome!  

 

 

     Child Care News 
         *CONSTRUCTION moves on.   We watched as the workers poured concrete for the sidewalk.   The foo�ngs  

     for the awning have also been poured.    We just need some dry weather for these two projects to move  

     toward comple�on.      
 

      *THANKS!!  All the teachers and children want to thank Keith Head for spending his Saturday a�ernoon  

     moun�ng our art strips.    The children wasted no �me making pain�ngs, drawings and other art projects to  

     hang in the rooms.  
 

          *FUND-RAISING REMINDER  -The child care center is selling flower bulbs and seeded mats for spring--think  

     Mother’s Day presents!  All proceeds will be used to purchase new tables for the children’s Sunday school/day  

     care rooms.  Catalogs are available upstairs in the narthex and downstairs in the ves�bule of the children’s  

     Sunday school wing, and the last day to order is March 15.  If you have any ques�ons, contact Sharon Ferrell  

     at 615.834.7255. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


