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       Pastor’s Pen 
 

     The Heart of Our Faith 
 

     At the heart of the Chrisan faith is our parcipaon in the life, suffering, death, resurrecon, and ascension of  

     Jesus Christ.  Since the long dark nights of late December we have been living liturgically the story of the “Word  

     made flesh” that came to dwell among us.  The sublime stories of how Jesus is revealed as the Messiah, the life  

     changing stories of how Jesus called the disciples, and the provocave stories of Jesus’ mission and ministry.   

     From mysterious birth to miraculous healings, from challenging those at the center of power to empowering  

     those at the margins of society, we have walked the way with Jesus that led him to his arrival in Jerusalem. 
 

     And now we are in Holy Week once again. Having celebrated his triumphal entry into the holy city last Sunday,  

     we have several opportunies to remember and experience the events of Christ’s passion.  You may come by  

     the church any day this week and spend some me walking through the Staons of the Cross, beginning in the  

     narthex and moving down the upper hallway. The interacve staons can offer a profound structure to meditang  

     on the suffering of our Lord Jesus.  On Thursday, March 24
th

 at 6:30 p.m. we will gather in our sanctuary for a  

     worship service that will include foot/hand washing and communion, experienally recalling the last meal Jesus  

     shared with his disciples before his death.  And on Friday, March 25
th

 at 6:30 p.m. we will gather at South End UMC  

     for a worship service that retells through the use of light and the reading of scripture, the drama that leads to the  

     body of Jesus being placed “in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid.” (Luke 23:53) 
 

     On Saturday, March 26
th

, in preparaon for the great joy of Easter Sunday, I would invite you to offer these prayers  

     as you begin the day, the first as a centering prayer and the second as a prayer of confession. 
 

                    Merciful and ever living God, Creator of heaven and earth, the crucified body  

                of your Son was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy day. Grant that we  

                may await with him the dawning of the third day and rise in newness of life,  

                through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.  

                                               (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

                I want to believe, O God, that the morning will push back the night. I want to believe,  

                O God, that the stone will fully roll away.  I want to believe, O God, that the tomb will  

                hold only angels, that the women will come to behold, that  the others will come to  

                believe; and I along with them, O God…God, help my  unbelief. Amen.   

                                     (The Awkward Season, Rev. Pam Hawkins) 
        

     I trust you are making plans, inving friends and family, and eagerly ancipang worship at Crievewood on  

     March 27
th

, Easter Sunday!  Our weekly Gathering Service will be at 6:30 am, outside, weather permiAng.  For  

     many a sunrise service is a parcular blessing as we proclaim a new day through the resurrecon of Jesus Christ.   

     At 8:00 am we will begin serving a pancake breakfast in the Fellowship Hall, and following Sunday school we will  

     have our Tradional Service at 10:45 am.  The burst of praise and resurrecon joy is palpable and has the potenal  

     to permeate all of our life, together and individually.    
 

William Faulkner has a scene in his novel The Sound and the Fury that takes place on Easter morning.  One of the main  

characters, Jason, realizes that money he had stolen from his niece has been found and reclaimed by her; with agitaon  

and anger he runs off to find her.  Other characters head off to church, and one of them, Dilsey, is so moved by the  

worship experience that she is overcome by joy.  Two parallel stories on Easter Sunday; one about someone worshipping  

God and encountering the risen Lord, the other about someone chasing aFer money stolen from him that was not  

righGully his in the first place.   
 

     Those who have read The Sound and the Fury understand that Dilsey is the person who by word and deed brings  



      order out of chaos in the novel.  That Faulkner tethers her to the victory Jesus won over sin and death is not incidental.   
 

  Life is ever full of parallel stories, we live that reality daily. It simply seems much more defined during Holy Week that  

  we have the choice of parcipang in several narraves, all happening simultaneously.  I invite, I encourage, I hope,  

  I pray, that you will intenonally enter the story that is at the heart of the Chrisan faith, the death and resurrecon  

  of Jesus Christ that we relive and retell in Holy Week.  It is the one story that has the power to grant new life, eternal  

  life, and the peaceable kingdom.  
 

       Peter van Eys  

 

            

      

       Up-Coming Events 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Youth Car Wash 
       Greet Easter morning with a clean car.  The youth will offer a car wash on Saturday, March 26, from 9am to 1pm in  

       the church parking lot.  Donaons to the youth fund are accepted. 

 

 

 

 

       Missions 
 

       30 Hour Famine 
       On Saturday, March 26 our Youth will be parcipang in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine.  This is a mission to teach  

       what hunger feels like while raising money for those who go hungry.  When we live in a country that has an abundance  

       of grocery stores and restaurants, it is hard to imagine that in 2013 one child in the world died of hunger every 10  

       seconds.; 17,000 children under the age of five died every day. If you would like to help, pray for our youth as they  

       parcipate in the famine and join them in raising money for this cause.  

 

       Caramel Corn 
       Look for Charlie’s homemade caramel corn in the narthex on Sunday, April 10.  It’s a perfect Sunday treat. Proceeds  

       from this sale go to youth missions.  

 

       Youth Adult Trip to Mt. TOP   
       If you are looking for something meaningful to do over summer break, we are organizing a college and young adult trip  

       to Mountain TOP on July 7-10th, Thursday night-Sunday.  The cost of the trip is $225.  The trip is open to anyone 18  

       years or older.  Use your skills or learn something new as we work on major home repair projects.  Contact  

       Rev. Steph Dodge with quesons or to sign-up.  Once we see who is interested, we will decide if we want to do a  

       fundraiser to off-set the cost of the trip. 

 

Thursday, March 24   Holy Thursday Service,  

               6:30 p.m. in the CUMC Sanctuary 
 

Friday, March 25     Good Friday Services 

                                            6:30 p.m. at South End UMC 
 

Sunday, March 27    Easter  

               Sunrise Service at 6:30a.m. 

               Pancake Breakfast starng at 8:00 a.m.  

               Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30 a.m. 

                                           Tradional Easter Worship at 10:45 a.m.  



          

     Soles 4 Souls 
     Please bring new or gently used shoes to the church to be donated to Soles 4 Souls, a global  

     non-profit that is commiOed to fighng poverty through the collecon and distribuon of 

     shoes.   Receptacles are located in the narthex and Fellowship Hall. 

 

      

 
     Ac.vi.es   
 

     Worship Survey 
     On behalf of the worship commiOee, I would like to extend my sincere thanks for your parcipaon in the  

     Worship Life Survey!  We had 70 responses, which is about 40% of congregaonal parcipaon (if the percentage  

     is based upon the number of people who aOend worship on a given Sunday).   Forty percent is an outstanding  

     amount of parcipaon!  The worship commiOee convened to analyze the results of the survey and would like  

     to share with you some general findings. The first thing that the commiOee noced was how posive the responses  

     were.  People love Crievewood!  You should be proud of that.  Keep that fact close to you and allow it to empower  

     you as we work together to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world.  Next, the survey revealed that a majority of  

     people enjoy a “blended” worship that includes both tradional and contemporary elements of worship.  Further,  

     the survey pointed to the value of having both the Gathering and the Tradional services.  Offering both the  

     Gathering service and the Tradional service meets the needs of a wide variety of people who walk through the  

     doors of CUMC.  Finally, the survey revealed a desire for some educaon around certain elements of worship.   

     We will commit to offering that educaon, and we hope that you will commit to learning!  Again, thank you for  

     your parcipaon.  I look forward to seeing the wonderful things that our worship life has to offer us and what we  

     can offer to God through our worship life here at CUMC!  
 

     Chelsey Hedglin 

 

     JOY Club 
     On Thursday, April 28, JOY Club will take a van trip through Nashville.  Pastor Peter will be the tour guide.  More  

     details to follow.  Anyone may join the journey. 

 

     Wednesday Night live 
     Wednesday Night Live begins with dinner at 5:35 p.m.  For reservaons, please contact Jan at 615-832-2897 or turn  

     in the reservaon form in the Sunday bullen.  Upcoming menus are listed below.   
                   

                     March 30   —Olive Garden’s lasagna, tossed green salad, and bread scks 
 

                                                Serving on 3/30  —Fellowship Forum 
 

                     April 6         —Baked chicken, hash brown casserole, baked apple, and salad 
 

                                                Serving on 4/6    — New Creaon/Hilltop 
 

                     April 13      —Turkey and dressing casserole, cranberry congealed salad,  

                               green beans, rolls 
 

                                                Serving on 4/13   —Builders  
                                                   

     The cost for all weeks is $8 per adult, $5 per child 3-8 years old, free for ages 2 and under, and $25 family max 
 

      Programs- 

                               6:15-7:00 p.m.-Preschoolers meet in Room 116 for Art and Bible me. 
 

                         6:15-7:00 p.m.-School-age children meet in the Choir room upstairs. 
 

                             6:30-7:00 p.m.-Meditave service in the Sanctuary. 
       

     Beginning on March 30, the program theme will be Life in the Spirit.  Even if you cannot make it for dinner, join us  

     for evening meditaon, prayer, and praise at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 



     Men’s Breakfast 
     The United Methodist Men will hold their next monthly meeng on Saturday, April 9, at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.   

     There will be the tradional Saturday breakfast followed by a program presented by Cumberland River Compact.  

 

 
 

     Children and Youth 
 

     Nursery                            1st Shi6                     2nd Shi6 

                              March 27              Jimmy and Carla ArneOe         Jimmy and Carla ArneOe 

               April 3                      Mindy and Hayden Morris          Sheryl Roos and Peggy Cates 

                             April 10                    Chris and Kelly Cates             Chris and Kelly Cates 

 
     Child Care News 
     Summer Camp is Full!!!!    There are 60 school-age children signed up for the summer, and now we begin registraon  

     for the Fall.  If you know anyone who may be interested in a spot for the 2016-2017 school year, have them contact  

     Sharon at director@crievewoodumc.org. 
 

     NEW PURCHASES: 

     If you have a toddler or volunteer in the nursery on Sundays, be sure to check out the new toddler sink steps.  These  

     steps store easily under the sink, and our favorite features are the handrails for liOle hands to hold onto while climbing  

     up to wash hands. 
 

     Also, we have purchased some new toys for our classrooms, as well as new hockey equipment for use in Fellowship Hall.   

     Padded foam hockey scks, felt covered pucks, and two goals/nets help create hours of fun while leaving our floors and  

     walls in tact! 
 

     Our next purchases will be new chairs for several of our classrooms. 
 

     Thanks for your interest in and support of the child care ministry at Crievewood.  
 

     Sharon Ferrell     


