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  Waving My Arm 
 

 Two mugs later I decided it best to use the restroom before leaving the coffee shop to drive back to my office.  The 

restroom is well kept with up-to-date graffiti indoor advertisements, so beyond the call of nature I get to check what is hap-

pening in the local music scene; always a bonus.  However, this particular restroom has motion sensitive lights; surely helpful 

in conserving electricity and, important to some, limiting things that require touch.  But, no sooner had I begun to return the 

coffee I had rented, when the lights went out.  I waved an arm, and they came back on again. 
 

 I have been told many times that I move slowly, that I have an underdeveloped startle reflex, that I lack expression in 

my face, and any number of similar descriptors that seemed to be verified when the sensor did not sense me.   It happened 

more than once as if challenging my existence. 
 

 This of course made me think of our renovation and expansion project at Crievewood; I may appear lifeless, but I can 

make big leaps with great ease.  After years of discussion and imagining led to work with an architect, after months of assess-

ing and rough drafts led to a concept drawing, after weeks of conversation and announcements led to a Church Conference, 

we shared the beautiful experience of discerning and deciding on three motions.  We approved the renovation and expansion 

project, we approved the use of a consultant for our capital campaign, and we approved the sale of one of our two houses 

(the Trustees were given authority to determine which to sell). 
 

 All that deciding happened the last Sunday in March, and even granting that Holy Week and Eater soon followed to 

claim our collective attention, it feels to some like the project momentum stalled.  So I thought I would bring everyone up to 

date on what has taken place in recent weeks; let everyone know that the renovation and expansion project is still in the 

room. 
 

 Following the Church Conference vote, a task force of the Long Range Planning Committee finished its evaluation of 

several Stewardship Groups and selected Resource Ministry Partners (RMP) to guide us through our Capital Campaign. This 

week we had our first meeting with Bill Crosby, the RMP coordinator who will work with us; that relationship and process is 

underway!  As for the architect, we are in the contract review stage.  Chris Malone, of Foxhollow Goodson, is working on final 

documents and preparing for the day when the project can begin.  The Trustees have met and discussed the matter of selling 

one of our two houses.  The current action step is to make sure all our properties are platted as we want them to be; it is still 

the opinion of the Trustees that we should sell the Hogan property, but there is no rush at this point.  And finally, I am 

pleased to share that we have already received some financial gifts to the expansion and renovation project, including one 

donation of $10,000! 
 

 Just because the motion sensor in that coffee shop restroom did not sense my presence did not mean I was not 

standing in there very much alive.  Likewise, just because talk of the expansion and renovation project is not currently a 

weekly church hallway topic does not mean things are not happening to move the project forward.  In fact, I see the focused 

and methodical approach as further evidence that this congregation is very alive, clearly here, and faithfully headed into a 

blessed future.  As for me, that deadpan look is really the image of pure joy and excitement; that being said, I will wave my 

arms now and then to let you know I am here. 

 

 

Peter van Eys 

 

                                                                                                                                        

 



 

Missions 

Walk in the Park for Estonia 
 

Put on your walking shoes! Enjoy the spring weather and a walk in the park with the Crievewood team while you help raise 

money to benefit Estonia.  The walk will begin at  3:00 p.m. on June 3 in Centennial Park. Registration Is at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Sign up sheets are in each of the adult Sunday School class rooms.  The suggested donation is $20 per family.  Please contact 

Blake Leyers if you have questions. 

 

AIM Fall Trip to Mountain T.O.P. 
 

Mark your calendars and make your plans now to be part of the CUMC fall mission trip to Mountain Top.  The dates are Octo-

ber 18th through 21st.  We will work hard fulfilling the physical and spiritual needs of the residents of the Cumberland Moun-

tains, enjoy good food and Christian fellowship, and feel the real presence of our Lord and Savior as we serve and praise Him.  

For more information call Joe Buffler at 615-351-0601. 

 

UMW Request 
 

The UMW wants to remind everyone that we will be hosting our annual book sale on Sunday, July 8, the same day as our 

salad luncheon.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Please save your used books to add to our sale.  We want gently used books, CD’s, 

and DVDs.  Books for all ages (children included) are needed.  We cannot use encyclopedias, video cassettes, or magazines.  

Start now to collect and put your items in piles in a corner at home or in a closet, then bring them to the church any time dur-

ing the week of July 2 where we can then put them in the youth room downstairs.  Thank you in advance for your help, and 

we will see you at the luncheon.  Plan to take time to browse through the sale items that day. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Joy Club  
 

Joy Club will travel to Miss Mary BoBo’s in Lynchburg, Tennessee, on Thursday, May 24.  Those who have reservations should  

meet at the church at 10:15 a.m. and bring $2 for the van. 
 

The popular mystery lunches return this summer.  The first mystery lunch will be on Thursday, June 28.  Please gather at the 

church at 9:30 a.m. and try to guess the destination.  The clue for the June destination is “everything should come up roses.” 
 

Ice Cream Social 

June 10, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Get your ice cream freezer out of storage, gather what you need to create your favorite ice cream, or prepare to bake your 

favorite treat.  The youth will be at Mountain Top the first week of June, and we will welcome them back with our best 

sweets.  Come and hear about their experiences of serving others while savoring those delicious desserts. 

 

Annual Conference 
 

The Annual Tennessee Conference will be held at Brentwood United Methodist Church June 10-13.  Participants will be study-

ing the theme of extravagant generosity and celebrating the 200th anniversary of the Tennessee Conference. 

 

Dinner with Peter Storey 
 

On Wednesday, June 6, Belmont United Methodist Church will host a dinner and conversation with Peter Storey about “Being 

Church in Today’s World.”  Peter Storey is a South African Methodist minister who served inner-city churches such as District 

Six, Cape Town, and the Central Methodist Mission in Johannesburg.  He played a significant role in the anti-apartheid strug-

gle. After retiring as a Methodist Bishop, he became Emeritus Professor of Duke University Divinity School.  He continues to 

teach, lecture, and write, authoring many books.  



This event is open to the public and will include dinner from 5:30-6:30 p.m., followed by a presentation, conversation, and 

brief reception with Dr. Storey from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Belmont’s Community Center. 
 

To make dinner reservations please call 615-383-0832 by Thursday, May 31.  Cost for dinner will be $10.00 per person ($8.00 

for seniors—70 and older and for college students with current ID) and can be paid on the evening of the event.  For more 

information, please contact Rev. Pam Hawkins at pam@belmontumc.org. 

 

 

Children’s Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel was way more than the guy who survived a den of hungry lions! Travel back to Babylon and join Daniel who was torn 

from his home and forced into the king’s service.  Imagine the pressure of learning a new language and culture and the shock 

of discovering your best friends have been tossed into a fiery furnace.  Explore exotic sights and smells in a Babylonian ba-

zaar!  Kids and adults will find that they’re not much different from Daniel and his friends who kept their faith in a faithless 

culture. 

 

Would you like to visit Babylon and meet Daniel and his friends? 

Register for VBS: Welcome to Babylon 

Just go online to this address: 

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/Crievewoodumc  

or visit the Crievewood UMC website at www.crievewoodumc.org 

 

 

VBS VOLUNTEERS—TAKE NOTE: 
 

We will be kicking off our VBS planning on Wednesday, May 23 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference 

room.  Come get a feel for the theme (Babylon!!), see the crafts, and contribute your ideas to an excit-

ing week for our Crievewood and Crieve Hall communities. 

 

If you feel led to help, in any way, and haven’t been contacted, PLEASE feel free to come, and we will 

find your spot.  All are welcome. 
 

 

 

  
  

Youth 
 

Christian Adventure Week 
Mark your calendars.  Christian Adventure Week will be July 11-14 this year.  There will be events Wednesday and Thursday 

nights and all day on Friday and Saturday.  Christian Adventure Week is for all students going into 7th-12th grade during the 

2012-2013 school year.  More details will be forthcoming. 

   

 

 

VBS:  Welcome to Babylon 

                                     Dates:  June 18-22 

                       Times: 5:45-8:00 p.m.  


