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Feeling Aware and Grateful 
 

 Whenever I pay attention I realize just how full life is of wonderful experiences that seemingly run together, but have 

a distinct beauty of their own.  I have felt unusually aware lately!  I stood in water and baptized two of our confirmands, sens-

ing the newness of life they so sublimely received. I looked upon our confirmation class members and three other youth as 

they professed their faith and joined the church and thought how rich our congregation is because of these young lives.  Their 

faces were full of the joy of embracing the Christian faith and Christian fellowship, as well as the seriousness of committing 

one’s life to Christ.  I count it a further blessing to know each of them better, and marvel at the many gifts and insights they 

bring to our shared life.  The Spirit is moving among us, and I want to emphasize that their  

professions not only mark a new day in their lives but in our lives as well. 
 

 We recently acknowledged the graduations of David Roos and Kellyn Cassel from high school in a Sunday morning 

service designed and led by the Youth.  I know all who were present appreciated the meditation given by David, challenging 

us to stay focused, disciplined, and grounded in our walk with God. It was a both a celebration of accomplishment, and a time 

to bless and be blessed by our youth.  And just this past Sunday, on Pentecost, two youth (Peggy Cates and Kate Foltz) did an 

interpretive dance while the scripture was being read. I could not help but give thanks to God for our youth and our youth 

ministry. 
 

 Speaking of graduations, we also recognized Stephanie Dodge’s graduation from Memphis Theological School with 

her Master’s degree.  She continues to move forward in her journey toward ordination as a United Methodist deacon, re-

minding us that the Spirit still calls individuals into particular lives of ministry.  That it is happening in our midst is a sublime 

indicator of our spiritual health as a congregation. 
 

 As I mentioned a few weeks back, we are off and running now with the capital campaign.  Over the next several 

months you will hear a great deal about the project and the funding need, I simply want to acknowledge here the people who 

met the challenges (cost and otherwise) to build our current facilities.  I seemed to be more aware recently of the names and 

plaques and photos on the walls in our church, connecting us to a marvelous company of saints.  How amazing it is to be part 

of something larger than ourselves and something that endures beyond our lives, for that is what life in Christ offers. 
 

 On a personal note, I have had family in town for a wedding and enjoyed every minute spent with them.  I have 

known a special grace through family relationships and have been particularly grateful for that gift over the past few days.  So 

whether it is the extra coffee or the Holy Spirit, I have been keenly aware of the incredible things before me in my life as a 

part of the Crievewood faith community and as part of family.  I look at my family, at our graduates, at our youth, at the ones 

who recently professed their faith, at the names of those who have served God through this church over the years, and I can 

only stop and say thanks be to God; for I have profoundly experienced the movement of God’s spirit and love. 
 

Peter van Eys 
  

                                                                                                               

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Ice Cream Social 

June 10, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Get your ice cream freezer out of storage, gather what you need to create your favorite ice cream, or 

prepare to bake your favorite treat.  The youth will be at Mountain Top the first week of June, and we 

will welcome them back with our best sweets.  Come and hear about their experiences of serving others 

while savoring those delicious desserts. 



Annual Conference 
 

The Annual Tennessee Conference will be held at Brentwood United Methodist Church June 10-13.  Participants will be study-

ing the theme of extravagant generosity and celebrating the 200th anniversary of the Tennessee Conference. 

 

Beersheba Retreat 
 

Mark your calendars!!  The church-wide retreat at Beersheba is the weekend of August 17-18. Details will be on the website 

soon, and preliminary registration forms will be available on Sunday, June 3. 

 

 

 

Missions 

Walk in the Park for Estonia 
 

Put on your walking shoes! Enjoy the spring weather and a walk in the park with the Crievewood team while you help raise 

money to benefit Estonia.  The walk will begin at  3:00 p.m. on June 3 in Centennial Park. Registration Is at 2:00 p.m. 
 

 

AIM Fall Trip to Mountain T.O.P. 
 

Make your plans now to be part of the CUMC fall mission trip to Mountain Top.  The dates are October 18th through 21st.  

We will work hard fulfilling the physical and spiritual needs of the residents of the Cumberland Mountains, enjoy good food 

and Christian fellowship, and feel the real presence of our Lord and Savior as we serve and praise Him.  For more information 

call Joe Buffler at 615-351-0601. 

 

UMW Request 
 

The UMW wants to remind everyone that we will be hosting our annual book sale on Sunday, July 8, the same day as our 

salad luncheon.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Please save your used books to add to our sale.  We want gently used books, CD’s, 

and DVDs.  Books for all ages (children included) are needed.  We cannot use encyclopedias, video cassettes, or magazines.  

Start now to collect and put your items in piles in a corner at home or in a closet, then bring them to the church any time dur-

ing the week of July 2 when we can then put them in the youth room downstairs.  Thank you in advance for your donations. 

 

Dirty Car? 

The Youth will be doing a Car Wash on Saturday, June 23rd, 8am-12, at Advance Auto Parts (4851 NOLENSVILLE ROAD) across 

from ThriftSmart.  Please come out and get your car washed  as all donations will go towards youth missions.   

 

Carmel Corn   

Charlie’s Homemade Carmel Corn will again be available in the narthex on Sunday, June 17, just in time for Father’s Day.  To 

enjoy this treat just donate to youth missions.  The honor system will be in place. 

 

 

 

Youth 
 

Youth Counselors 

Do you enjoy learning about  God or teaching others about God?  Do you like pizza, games, or serving others?  Ever thought 

about becoming a youth counselor?  We are looking for volunteers to serve on Sunday nights, Sunday mornings, or Wednes-

day nights.  Contact Stephanie if you would like to learn more about becoming involved in this rewarding ministry. 



 

Youth Fundraiser       

                                                                                              

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel was way more than the guy who survived a den of hungry lions! Travel back to Babylon and join Daniel who was torn 

from his home and forced into the king’s service.  Imagine the pressure of learning a new language and culture and the shock 

of discovering your best friends have been tossed into a fiery furnace.  Explore exotic sights and smells in a Babylonian ba-

zaar!  Kids and adults will find that they’re not much different from Daniel and his friends who kept their faith in a faithless 

culture. 

Would you like to visit Babylon and meet Daniel and his friends? 

Register for VBS: Welcome to Babylon 

Just go online to this address: 

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/Crievewoodumc  

or visit the Crievewood UMC website at www.crievewoodumc.org 
 

VBS Props Needed 

If anyone has a pop-up canopy we can use in the Fellowship Hall the week of VBS, please contact Jill Thurman at 832-6705. 

 

 

 

Church Notes 
 

Do You Know? 
Our UMW library has moved to the Wesley Classroom bookshelves.  If you haven’t already discovered it, do come and check 

it out.  Many  thanks  go to Becky Freck and Jane Lively for their hard work in moving the books and getting it set up.  It looks 

great!  And if the door is locked, Jan will be glad to give you the key.  Happy Reading! 

 

Directory Pictures 
If you have not yet received your directory picture from Lifetouch, please check in the office.  There are several pictures wait-

ing for pick up. 

                     VBS:  Welcome to Babylon 

                                     Dates:  June 18-22 

                       Times: 5:45-8:00 p.m.  

Join Us At Spirit Night! 
Stop by and present a form  

(available at the church) at 

Chick-fil-A at Brentwood  

on Thursday, June 14  

from 5-8pm 

and the Crievewood UMC Youth Group  

will receive a donation  

from your purchase for 
 Crievewood UMC Youth Missions 



Joy Club  
The popular mystery lunches return this summer.  The first mystery lunch will be on Thursday, June 28.  The clue for the June 

destination is “everything should come up roses.” 


