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     Pastor’s Pen 
 

           Honoring Will Lambert; Significant Change 
 

          Permit me to write two short columns as one, that I might acknowledge transi�ons within this congrega�on and  

     across the na�on.  Here at Crievewood we are preparing for a celebra�on of Will Lambert’s ministry that will take  

     place in worship on July 12
th

 and at the UMW salad luncheon following the late service.  You need to know that a  

     search commi(ee has been interviewing candidates for our open music director posi�on, and that leaders of our  

     age-level ministries as well as our music ministries have been in conversa�on about how to best staff (paid and/or  

     volunteer) our mul�ple choirs.   
 

     That being said, now is a �me to pause and give thanks for the life and ministry we have shared with Will Lambert.   

     He has served this part of the body of Christ with a gracious and generous spirit, beau�fully offering his many gi/s  

     and gently nurturing instrumental and vocal gi/s within the congrega�on.  I count him as a friend, have been  

     blessed to work with him, and will miss my weekly dose of his infec�ous laugh.  Come July 12
th

 to honor Will. 
 

     As a na�on we have also experienced waves of change.  The Supreme Court of the United States made several  

     decisions (10 in June) impac�ng a wide variety of issues; free speech limits on social media, employment decisions  

     based on religion, one state’s ban of specialty license plates with the confederate flag, the affordable care act, to  

     name a few.  The one that has drawn me into the most discussion is the court’s establishment of marriage equality.   
 

     As a ci�zen of the United States and as a clergy member of the United Methodist Church, my first reac�on is to  

     acknowledge the great joy that is being felt by so many people.  As a privileged white heterosexual male I can only  

     imagine the emo�ons that LGBT persons have experienced and are experiencing.  Theodore Parker (19
th

 Century  

     Unitarian minister) is credited with a quote that Mar�n Luther King, Jr. used (consistent with Parker’s intent) in  

     challenging the ma(er of racial segrega�on, “the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward jus�ce.”   

     The arrival of marriage equality in this na�on has surely seemed a long journey for a large por�on of our popula�on,  

     their celebra�on is in order. 
 

     However, my second reac�on is to acknowledge the sadness others feel over this decision of the Supreme Court.   

     That it was a 5-4 decision reflects the divide within the na�on.  There are people who consider marriage equality a  

     threat to society and a departure from their understanding of scripture.  For them the journey to this point has  

     seemed equally long, with the arc venturing off its moral course; that they do not celebrate seems in order too. 

     I assume that you know the declara�on of marriage and divorce are func�ons of the state; when I officiate at a  

     wedding service the state has given me authority to declare a couple married on its behalf.  Nevertheless, the  

     church has taken a keen interest in marriage since the 5
th

 Century, establishing it a sacrament in the 13
th

 Century  

     (it remains so in the Roman Catholic Church and Orthodox faith, though with different understandings) and  

     advoca�ng that priests and witnesses be involved in the 16
th

 Century.   
 

Consequently, there have been ques�ons regarding the marriage equality decision and the United Methodist  

Church. Our Book of Discipline, 2012 prohibits clergy from conduc�ng same-sex marriage ceremonies, prohibits  

same-sex marriage ceremonies from taking place on church property, and defines marriage as the union of one  

man and one woman.   The Supreme Court ruling does not change our current denomina�onal posi�on on  

same-sex marriage, though it does etch a different relief to the backdrop of ongoing conversa�on in the  

United Methodist Church.  Our General Conference in 2016 will consider resolu�ons to change and resolu�ons  

to keep as is The Book of Discipline; stay tuned.  
 

As I said, we are living through waves of change.  I am personally happy that all ci�zens have equal access to the  

rights and privileges of marriage, and pastorally commi(ed to entering the grief others feel.  Challenge to core  

faith understandings and values brings significant angst.  Our love of God and God’s love of us all provides common  



  ground, indeed the only ground that is eternal, for living forward together.  It is the fer�le soil that enables us to  

  love and care for one another even when we disagree, to bind hands and hearts even when the world around us shi/s.      
 

       Peter van Eys 

 

 

 

     Up-Coming Events 
      

     Annual Salad Luncheon – July 12 
       The annual UMW salad luncheon and book sale is almost here.  Sunday, July 12, a/er the 10:45 worship service,  

         everyone is invited for lunch in Fellowship Hall. A dona�on will be taken to be used for UMW mission projects.  

       A/er lunch shop at the book fair for summer reading for yourself or for a good book for a friend.  Books for all  

       ages will be available. 
 

     In prepara�on for the book sale please sort through your used books at home and consider dona�ng those  

     that you no longer want.  The UMW will accept gently used children’s books, cookbooks, and fic�on and non-fic�on  

     books.  Bring those books to the church July 6-11.  Please use the front entrance during Child Care hours. 

 
       
 
 
 

     Missions 
 

     VBS Mission Focus—OPEN TABLE 
     Please purchase items for VBS mission cra/s and bring them to the church. There is a container marked “VBS Missions”  

         in the Educa�onal Office. We are accep�ng items up un�l the Sunday kickoff of VBS, July 19.  Thanks for your generosity  

     in advance.   

 

     TP Sunday 
     Thank you to all who contribute to the con�nuing support of Community Care Fellowship and its ministry to the  

     homeless through TP Sundays.  The next TP Sunday is July 5. 

 

     AIM Fall Trip to Mountain T.O.P. 
     The Outreach Commi(ee has scheduled a CUMC adult fall mission trip to Mountain Top on October 1-4.  Our mission  

     team will work hard fulfilling the physical and spiritual needs of the residents of the Cumberland Mountains while  

     enjoying Chris�an fellowship and serving our Lord and Savior.  This is o/en an experience that transforms the volunteer  

     as well as the beneficiary.  Don’t miss out.  For more informa�on call Joe Buffler at 615-351-0601. 

 

     Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 

     Crievewood has been invited to form a team and par�cipate in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event  

     that is scheduled for October 10 at LP Field.  If you would like to be part of such a team please contact Tracey Lee,  

     Outreach chair, or contact the office by the end of July.  The kickoff event to launch the campaign is August 12. 

 

     Building a Ramp for Talan 
     The Crievewood family was asked to help a local family by building a wheel chair ramp for a child ba(ling cancer.   

     The Outreach Commi(ee accepted this challenge, and the ramp was built last week by church members.  Check out  

     the slide show in the narthex to see pictures of the ramp and what Crievewood has provided in service to our Lord.  



         

 

     Ac8vi8es 
 

     Summer Meet and Eat 
     Meet and Eat is an opportunity to fellowship with Crievewood friends over the summer.  Par�cipants meet on  

     Wednesdays at a local restaurant for dinner.  The schedule for the upcoming the weeks is as follows: 
  

                                 July 1       Nana’s in Nolensville (carpool) 

                           July 8       Ruby Tuesday in Brentwood 

                                               July 15         Cracker Barrel in Cool Springs (carpool) 
 

     Diners usually meet at the restaurant around 4:30 p.m. and the group gathers together, enters, and is seated to  

     eat by 5:00 p.m.   However, on July 1 and July 15 par�cipants will meet at the church at 4:00 p.m. and carpool.  
     

     Par�cipants should try to arrange their own transporta�on.  If you cannot find transporta�on and need a ride,  

     please call Nancy Rosdeutscher by Tuesday noon before the Wednesday dinner.   

 

     Retreat News 
     Just a reminder FINAL payments for the fall retreat at Beersheba are due by July 15.  Please drop off your check  

     in the church office. 
 

     If your family has had a change of plans and would like to a(end, July 1 is the final deadline to sign up for the  

     remaining two rooms. Payments may be split with one payment on July 1 and the second payment on July 15. 
 

     Crievewood’s church-wide family retreat is one of the highlights of the year.  Join us! 

 
     JOY Club 
            JOY Club will eat at Miss Bobo’s on July 23.  Reserva�ons are required.  Par�cipants should meet at the church  

               at 10:15 a.m. 
 

               On August 27 Joy Club will meet for another mystery lunch.  Diners should meet at the church at 10:30 a.m.   

               The clue for the ou�ng is that it should be windy.   

 

       Farmin’ in the Hall 
     CHNA’s farmers’ market hosted by Crievewood UMC will return every Thursday this summer.  The event runs  

     from 4:30-7:00 p.m. and will have delicious food, great music, and many friendly faces.  Please support the local  

     farmers by buying fresh fruits and vegetables for your family at the market each week. 

      

     Summer Baseball 
     Crievewood is going to the Nashville Sounds Game on Sunday, August 9.  The game starts 

     at 6:35 p.m. and �ckets  are $10.  A free Chris�an concert is also included with your �cket 

     for those who want to arrive early.  Please reserve your �cket by July 26th by bringing  

     $10 to Rev. Steph. 

 

      
 

     Other Items 
 

     Tax Exempt Cer8ficate 
     The state of Tennessee has updated our tax exempt cer�ficate rendering our old one invalid.  If you have one of  

         the old tax exempt cer�ficates, please discard it and pick up a new one.  The new tax exempt forms are located  

     in the office on top of the file cabinet immediately to your right as you enter the door.  If you frequently purchase  

     from a specific vendor on behalf of Crievewood UMC, please make sure that the vendor also has an updated copy  

     of the tax exempt cer�ficate.  The new cer�ficate becomes effec�ve on  July 1, 2015. 



                                    

     Candidates’ Forum 
     On Wednesday, July 8 at 6:30 p.m. there will be a Metro Council District 26  candidates’ forum at Crievewood UMC  

     in Fellowship Hall. This one-hour forum  is sponsored by the Crieve Hall Neighborhood Associa�on to help you become  

     an informed voter when selec�ng your Metro Council representa�ve.   

 

               

      

 

     Children 
      

     Nursery Schedule: 
                                1st

 Shi/                                2
nd

 Shi/ 

                        July 5       Tracey and Jillian Lee           Nina Tucker and Ali Stoner 

                             July 12      Tom and Becky Freck          Tom and Becky Freck 

                              July 19      Christy and Kellyanne Shaw      Blake and Craig Leyers 

            
 
        G:Force VBS         

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      

     Child Care News 

     It is hard to believe, but summer is almost half way over!!    We have already started on Fall registra�on, and we  

     currently have commitments for over 75% of our available spots.    
 

     TEACHER NEEDED 

     The child care is seeking  an energe�c, part-�me a/ernoon teacher for the 3
rd

 grade class star�ng in August.   

     It is a perfect job for a college student (a/ernoons 2 ‘�l 6 p.m.). 
 

     WISH LIST 

     Our wish list this week includes the environmentally friendly packing peanuts.  (If  you drop a packing peanut in water,  

     and it dissolves then it is the environmentally friendly kind.)  Peanuts may be dropped off in the child care office  

     before 6 p.m.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VBS 2015 Sign-Up Link for Volunteers and Kids 

July 19 (Kickoff)-July 23 

5:45-8:00 p.m. 
 

h(ps://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/2015crievewood/register/ . 

Sign up TODAY! 

 


