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  Pastor’s Pen 

 

  The Other, Other Big Thing 
 

   Sometime soon a very big event will take place.  No, I do not mean our Charge Conference, though it will be a chance for us to  

   welcome our new District Superintendent, Harriet Bryan to Crievewood. I think we will be her first Charge Conference as a first  

   time DS. I am referring to that other big event, the flipping of the sun’s magnetic field polarity.  As hyped by NASA, “This polarity  

   switch occurs every eleven years or so, usually with basically zero fanfare – unless you're a solar physicist.”
1
  Ok, well it is still big, 

 

   Marking the mid-point, or solar max, of Solar Cycle 24, this shift is reportedly throwing off fewer flares and sunspots than other  

   occurrences, poising this to be "the smallest maximum we've seen in the Space Age," said David Hathaway of NASA's Marshall  

   Space Flight Center
2
.  Wow, how often do you see smallest modify maximum?  Moreover, it appears the north pole has already  

   changed leaving the south pole in catch up mode.  Being a southerner, I sort of get that. 

 

   Though I have often been called spacey, this subject matter is well beyond me, pun intended.  However, I do see connections to  

   our life at Crievewood in some concrete ways.  First, we too exhibit cyclical patterns of behavior and practice.  We have the liturgical  

   year that tethers our worship and study, we have the academic year which guides our program and ministry life, and we have the  

   financial year that shapes our giving and budget planning.  On top of these we have denominational expectations that are routine  

   for a local church, appointment making, Annual Conferences, Charge Conferences, Year End reports come to mind.   

 

   Second, some cycles exhibit greater energy than others.  I was reflecting on life around here a year ago when our “It’s About Time”  

   campaign was in full swing.  Ah those heady days of countless meetings, clear action steps, and the genuine flare of wide spread  

   congregational excitement about Crievewood’s future.  Life around the church is a bit calmer as we approach fall 2013. 
 

 Yet, and third, a smaller maximum does not negate the profound importance of renewed commitment that is a contemporary  

   culture template in religious communities.  We resemble that; we may even need to catch up. With summer over, Crievewood  

   members tend to re-prioritize their relationship to the church and we see a rise in attendance.  That rhythm dovetails nicely with  

   an increase in visitors also seeking positive, predictable grounding in their lives; it is easier to be hospitable and welcoming when  

   here.  

 

   With all that in mind, on Sunday, September 8
th

, our worship services will focus on the theme of covenant and provide opportunity  

   for re-affirming our commitment to each other and to God.   It is just a bonus that the other big thing, Charge Conference, is  

   happening that Sunday morning as well.  Like the Solar Cycle that draws little attention except by solar physicists, one might argue  

   that the commitment to Jesus Christ lived out by the people who worship at Crievewood will happen with little fanfare.  Ok, but it is  

   still big.  Big in the, it matters to God way, for how we live our covenant with God and one another not only impacts each of us, but  

   all whose lives are touched by the reach of our Christian love.   

 

   I am convinced that consistent calibration and care of our covenant commitment (that alliteration just happened) is part of God’s  

   design, for such faith cycles like solar cycles release dynamic, creative energy within the congregation.  I encourage you to be  

   present Sunday, September 8
th

, as we intentionally seek to strengthen our life together so that Crievewood might burn brighter  

   and reflect clearer the light of the world. It’s a really big thing. 
 

   Peter van Eys 
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http://io9.com/2013s-solar-maximum-could-be-weakest-since-the-dawn-of-757864299 
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Ibid 

 



 

   Up-Coming Events  

  Farmin’ in the Hall 
   Two volunteers for each of two shifts are needed to help at the farmers’ market each Saturday in August.  The first shift is from  

   7:30-10:30 a.m.; the second shift is from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  If you would like to participate, please contact Kate Cortner  

   (katecortner@att.net).  The youth will also be painting faces at the market and will be available to supervise volunteers’ children. 

 

  Retreat News 
   Over 60 members of our Crievewood family are heading to Beersheba Springs.  Please pray for their time on the mountain and  

   for safe travel.   

 

  Summer Meet and Eat 
   Please join members of Crievewood each Wednesday this summer at a local restaurant for dinner.   
 

                             August 14, meet at 5:00 p.m. at Cracker Barrel in Cool Springs.   

                   August 21, meet at 5:00 p.m. at Vittles in Brentwood 

                   August 28, meet at 5:00 p.m. at LongHorn on Old Hickory near Target 

                              Please arrange for your own transportation. 
 

   Everyone is welcome, but if you plan to go, please let the church office or Nancy Rosdeutscher(615-834-7739) know so that  

   she can notify the restaurant to expect a larger than normal crowd. 

 

  Charge Conference 
   Please note that Charge Conference will be on Sunday, September 8, at 9:30 a.m. during the Sunday School hour. 

 

       
  Missions 
  

  How’s Nashville 
   Recently CUMC committed to partnering with How’s Nashville.  Aligned with the national 100,000 Homes Campaign, How’s  

   Nashville is a community-wide, collaborative, and inclusive effort to end chronic homelessness in Nashville. 
 

   One of the ways we can help this mission is to provide Welcome Home packs.  Each Welcome Home pack includes a shower curtain  

   and rings, a trash can, trash bags, basic cleaning supplies, dish soap, laundry detergent, a coffee pot and filters, a can opener, an  

   oven mitt, dish towels, and toilet paper.  Stay tuned for more information on the upcoming How’s Nashville Welcome Home pack  

   drive. 

  

  Habitat Build 
   Crievewood is supporting the Methodist Habitat Build again this year.  If you would like to participate in the actual build, please  

   contact either Don Proctor at 615-832-5135 or Joe Buffler at 615-351-0601.  Our day to work on the build will be Sunday,  

   September 29th.  

 

  AIM Fall Trip to Mountain T.O.P. 
   Make your plans now to be part of the CUMC adult fall mission trip to Mountain Top.  The dates are October 10th through  

   October 13th.  We will work hard fulfilling the physical and spiritual needs of the residents of the Cumberland Mountains, enjoy  

   good food and Christian fellowship, and feel the real presence of our Lord and Savior as we serve and praise Him.  This is often an  

   experience that transforms the volunteer as well as the beneficiary.  Participant names need to be submitted soon.  Don’t miss out;  

   to sign up call Joe Buffler at 615-351-0601. 

 

  AIM Spaghetti Dinner 
   The adults who are volunteering for Mountain Top are raising money to offset the cost of their mission trip by offering a delicious  

   spaghetti dinner after the traditional service on Sunday, September 15.   Some of the best Crievewood pasta cooks will be cooking  

   up spaghetti, salad, French bread, and dessert.  If you can’t participate as part of the Mountain Top mission team but would like to  

   support the  mission, please plan on attending the spaghetti luncheon. 



        

   Activities 

 

  JOY Club 
   The JOY Club is a group of mainly older adults meeting monthly for an outing that includes a Dutch treat meal and an experience  

   at a location in Middle Tennessee.  The meetings are usually the 4
th

 Thursday of each month.  A van is provided for $3.00 per person.  

   To set up a reservation see Jean McCurdy.  Reservations must be made by the Sunday before the outing. Photos taken during the  

   year will be judged in the November meeting and prizes will be given to best in show. 
 

   August: Thursday, August 22, JOY Club members will participate in the third and “early” mystery meal.  The group will leave at  

   4:00 p.m., and dinner will be at 5:00 p.m.  The clue for the day is “dinner with a view”.  The cost of the meal is $8 and up, plus tip  

   and tax.  Also bring $3 to cover the cost of the van.  Please make reservations with Jean McCurdy by August 20. 
 

   September: Thursday, September 26, lunch will be a buffet at Montgomery Bell State Park purchased at the senior rate of $8.50  

   plus tax and tip.  We will leave the church at 9:15 a.m.; seating for lunch begins at 11:00 a.m.  Please have your reservations to  

   Jean McCurdy by September 19th, and as always bring $3 for the van. 

 

 

  Wednesday Night Fellowship Fall 2013 

   Note the New Times— 

   Dinner served from 5:15-5:50 p.m., and programs will run from 6-6:45 p.m.   

   Children’s choirs will begin at 5:45 p.m. and run until 6:45 p.m.   
 

   Wednesday Night Fellowship will resume on September 4!  WNF is our mid-week ministry where we have dinner as a church family  

   followed by nursery*, preschool choir, Crievewood Kids’ choir, KFC (Kids for Christ is our 5
th

 and 6
th

 grade ministry), youth program 

   ming, and/or adult programs.   
 

*Please note our nursery is available for children of adults attending our Wednesday night programs. 
 

   To Attend Dinner— 

   Our Crievewood chefs are Jeff Boyce and Kathryn Buffler, and it helps them tremendously if we know how much food is needed  

   each week.  There are two options for making reservations: 
 

If you know you will be with us most Wednesday nights, please call or email Jan in the church office, and ask to be placed on our 

Standing Reservation list.  This prevents you from having to phone in your reservation each week, and you can phone in a 

standing reservation as early as today!  If you know you will be absent any Wednesday, just call in your cancellation for that 

week; you will remain on the standing list. 
 

If you prefer to dine with us on a week-to-week basis, please feel free to call Jan BEFORE Tuesday at noon to make a reservation 

for Wednesday’s dinner or fill out the weekly reservation form in the bulletins and place it in the offering plate.  Our chefs 

sometimes shop on Tuesdays, and they base what they purchase on our Tuesday numbers.  Thanks so much for your coopera-

tion and thoughtfulness. 
 

   Costs are $5.00 for adults (ages 10 and older); $3.00 for children (ages 4-9); FREE for children 3 years old and younger.  Maximum  

   per family (up to two adults, plus children) is $14.00. 

 

   We will have much more information on programming and other WNF details coming up, so watch this space for more news! 

 

 

  Children’s Corner 

   

  Nursery Schedule 

                                   Toddler Nursery        Infant  Nursery 

                   8/18/13       Bob and Mary Bryan       Tom and Becky Freck 

                   8/25/13       Carla and Jimmy Arnette    Carol Yarnell and Brenda Wheeler 

                                                       9/1/13        Ken and Anne Pinkston     Kate and Blake Cortner 



  Back to School Bash 
   Our Kindergarteners through 6

th
 graders will be gathering at the home of Dave and Sue Bean on Saturday, August 24 at 5:00 p.m.  

   for our annual Back to School Bash.  Wear your swimsuits, and bring creek shoes, a towel, a snack to share.  The church will provide  

   the hot dogs and buns.  Questions?  Contact Betsy Bean at 615-260-6821. 
 

   Please RSVP by going to the link below to let us know what items you would like to provide. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4DADA72EAA8-back 

 

 

  Other Items 

 

  Building Project Update  
   Crievewood has filed an appeal with the zoning commission for a special exemption for the renovation of the building.  There  

   will be a Metro public hearing on September 5, at 1:00 p.m.  at the Howard Office Building in Nashville to review this appeal. 
 

   Prior to the hearing, we will sponsor a neighborhood meeting on August 27 at 6:30 p.m. in the Builders Classroom to explain to  

   the  community what changes we would like to make. 
 

 

   We encourage anyone with questions to attend.  

 

  Changing Residence? 
   College students and young adults are some of the most mobile members of our congregation, and as the new school year begins  

   many will have a new place to live.  If you are a college student or if you have a family member who is a college student or young  

   adult, please submit any new address or email to the church office so that the church family can maintain communication.  Our  

   students are always in our hearts and prayers, but it is good to be able to reach out with messages, cards, and news as well. 

 

  Upcoming Committee Meetings 
 

                 August 15   6:30 p.m.   Finance Committee 

                 August 18   4:00 p.m.   Nominations and Lay Leadership Committee 

                 August 25   6:00 p.m.   Administrative Council Meeting 

                 September 8  9:15 a.m.   Charge Conference during Sunday School Hour 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                          

 

   
    
 

 

 

 


