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Preparing Ourselves 
 

 I read in a recent issue of The Week magazine that research out of England found men now spend more time 

grooming each day than women; 81 minutes to 75 minutes.  Wow!  I have known some fastidious men, so I will let the 

gender stereotypes be; but 81 minutes?  I will accept that I could benefit by doubling my efforts at grooming, but that 

would only bring me to 10 minutes.  I am not sure how I would spend 81 minutes grooming, short of a 75  

minute shower.  To be fair, the research included picking out what to wear and the act of dressing as part of the total 

grooming package, yet here again I am okay wearing the same  

limited options. 

 

 I have certainly entertained the idea that I owe the general public an apology.  I have not kept up with this ris-

ing trajectory, and likely it shows.  Though I did go from a single blade razor to a double and then a triple…I may wait 

and skip to the eight blade model…I think the improved product only cut my time (and occasionally my face).  The 

other fact staring right at me (I am reluctant to acknowledge mirrors are involved in my grooming for fear that it  

removes an excuse), is that this has been somewhat of a lifelong issue.  If the amount of time with someone equates 

the measure of relationship, my High School Headmaster and I were tight.  He took exception to my hair on a near 

weekly basis, prompting those on the yearbook staff to put the quote “good grooming is a necessity” under my senior 

picture.  The male  

population has surged ahead in grooming without me, and I should have known better. 

 

 There is ample evidence that, in our part of the world, time given to preparing for Christmas has grown upward 

as well.  Seasonal music and decorations spring up in early fall, and some Christmas stores are year round businesses; 

not to mention people camping out all night to be in line for a product or shopping at 2 AM on Black Friday.  Moreover, 

I was  

reminded through a story told in Christmas Down Home at the Tennessee Repertory Theater that the traditional local 

church Christmas pageant of bygone years has morphed into many extravaganzas with paid actors and singers.  

 

 Though the actual Christmas story we receive through the gospel narratives includes angels and heavenly 

hosts, a particularly bright star, involved animals, and dramatic movement (a late third trimester journey to Bethlehem 

as well as shepherds scurrying about), there really is a quiet poignancy to the preparations of Mary and Joseph for the 

birth of Jesus.  In the Luke  Mary prepares through prayerful conversation with God and through precious time with her 

relative Elizabeth; in the Matthew telling preparations become a reaffirmation of the love and commitment Mary and 

Joseph share with one another. 
 

 Soon it will be Christmas Day, and a Sunday at that!  With such a wonderful, and occasional, gift of the calendar 

I promise to spend at least 15 minutes grooming before coming to church.  More importantly though, aware that we 

have been moving through a liturgical season of preparation, Advent, rehearing the prophets who foretold the coming 

Savior and reconnecting to “the hopes and fears of all the years that are met in [Bethlehem]” (O Little Town of Bethle-

hem, UMH 230); let me offer that Mary and Joseph provide the best guidance for our own spiritual preparation.  Imag-

ine what this world would be like if men and women spent 81 minutes a day in conversation with God, precious time 

with family, and reaffirming commitments of love and covenant.               

 

Peter van Eys                                                                                                                                            

 
  



 

Christmas at Crievewood 
 

Lessons and Carols 
Please join us at the traditional service on Sunday, December 18, for  

Lessons and Carols.  The Chancel Choir will lead us in musical worship of 

the baby Jesus, God’s wonderful gift to our world.   

 

Christmas Eve Service 

On Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24, we will gather for candlelight 

communion and worship at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  There is no  

nursery that night as this service especially is child friendly.  

 

One Service on December 25 

On Sunday, December 25, there will be one combined worship service at 

10:00 a.m.  There will be no planned Sunday School hour that day,  

although any adult class can elect to meet.  The nursery will be available  

if needed. Please mark your calendars accordingly. 

 

 

 

Missions 
 

Carmel Popcorn 

Charlie’s famous caramel corn will be available for purchase on Sunday, December 18.  All proceeds will go toward the 

Youth’s mission trip to the Bahamas. 

 

Cherie White’s Request 

Cherie’s Christmas letter is posted on the bulletin board in the educational wing in its entirety.  Here is a portion of that 

letter: 
 

     Next semester is my final semester at the seminary as a United Methodist missionary,  

     serving through the General Board of Global Ministries. I would like to request 2 things  

     of you as my supporting churches and friends: 

   1.  Please fulfill your promises to GBGM in terms of my salary support (Missionary  

        Support Code # 05068Z).  I am profoundly grateful for your support in my many  

        ways, especially salary support, yet GBGM has pointed out that not all have  

        sent in the amounts promised for 2011. I will also need support through the  

        end of 2012, since I retire until the end of year & will be visiting as many of  

        you as possible from the end of July to December, 2012.  Also, after Dec. 2012,  

        do not forget to support another missionary somewhere. We are enriched when  

        we support work throughout the world. 

   2. Please continue to support the Methodist Seminary in Mexico City, through  

        the approved Advance Specials. We are preparing the men & women who will  

        be pastoring & leading the Methodist Church of Mexico, and a prophetic &  

        pastoral ministry requires thoughtful & contextualized training.  Our 2 Advance  

        Specials are: 

1. Baez Camargo Seminary Scholarships: Advance No. 10528B 

2. Baez Camargo Seminary (books for library): Advance No. 3020734 

 

 

 

 



    

Cool Yule Cool Yule Cool Yule Cool Yule –––– Next Year? 
 

Cool Yule which was scheduled for Sunday, December 18, is being canceled this year since many of our regular  

performers are not able to attend and others who had planned to perform have had to pull out .  We hope to have this 

event back on the calendar in 2012, so start thinking about what you could do next year! 

 

 

Wednesday Night 

 
  December 14—Beneath a Shining Star 

   Join us for the  Christmas musical, Beneath a Shining Star.   Our    children have been 

   working hard to learn their parts, and you will    not want to miss this  annual children’s 

   musical. 
 

 December 21 through January 4 

   There are NO WNF programs during this period.  WNF programs and dinners resume  

   again on January 11. 

  
 
 

WNF Dinner Menu 
 

Wednesday , December 14—Chicken (or turkey) and dressing, cranberries, green beans, rolls, and special desserts 

 

 

Long Range Planning 
 

The architect’s plan for the long range design of the church is printed on a display board which you can view at the 

church.  There will also be several  sessions scheduled to discuss the plan and answer questions from the congregation.  

Look for the times of those sessions in upcoming bulletins and newsletters.  

 

 

Children’s Corner 
 

Breakfast with Saint Nick 

Come join us on Saturday, December 17, for Breakfast with Saint Nick.  Breakfast will be  

served from 8:30-9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Breakfast is free for children and $5.00  

for adults.  We will need to prepare food so please RSVP to the church office so that we  

will have an approximate count. 

 

 

 

Youth Fundraiser 

Christmas Tree Pick up 
 

The youth will once again be hauling away Christmas trees on January 2nd.  They are asking  

for donations for this service for their mission trips.  Please contact Carla Arnette at  

jcarnette@bellsouth.net or 615-771-2760 in order to get on the schedule. 

 

 



 

Youth 
 

Youth Christmas Party 

The youth Christmas Party will be at 4pm on December 18th.  All of the youth should bring a gift for our gift exchange , 

but the gift should cost no more than five dollars.  Repurposing a gift is highly encouraged.  Also everyone should bring 

snack foods to share on that night.   

 

Warmth in Winter 

The annual TN conference gathering of youth will be on January 27-29th, 2012, at the Embassy Suites in Murfrees-

boro.  This year's theme is "Think Big:  Dare to live life exceedingly, abundantly, beyond," and it comes from Ephesians 

3:20.  As always there will be a speaker, great music, and some crazy dances thrown in.  The cost is $70/person.  Please 

turn in your money by January 8th.    
 

Bahamas 

We are returning to the Bahamas July 22-28th, 2012.  There is still plenty of room to sign up.  Anyone 9th grade or 

above, including adults, are welcome to join us.  Younger kids can go with a parent.  Contact Steph to sign-up. 

  

 

      

January Potluck 
 

The first 5th Sunday Potluck dinner of 2012 is in January.  This potluck will be on Sunday, January 29, at 5:00 p.m. in-

stead of immediately following the traditional service.  Please save this date and find your favorite Chili recipe.  Then 

watch the newsletter for more announcements as there is more to come in January 

 

 

Office Schedule 
 

The church office will be closed on Friday, December 23, and Monday, December 26, for the Christmas holiday.   The 

office will also close at 1:00 p.m. on  Friday, December 30,  and for a full day on Monday, January 2, for the New Year 

holiday. 
 

Please remember that in order for gifts to the church to be counted in the 2011, the donations must be received at the 

church no later than Friday, December 30, since the church does not have mail delivery or office service on Saturdays. 

 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 
 

Tuesday Bible Study will not meet on Tuesday, December  20, or Tuesday, December 27.  The group will resume their 

study on January 4. 

 

 

Choir Schedules 
 

Please note that the Chancel Choir will rehearse on Wednesday, December 21.  This is a change to the published 

church calendar.  Chancel Choir will not meet on December 28, but will resume rehearsals on January 4. 
 

The Children’s  Choirs will not meet over the holidays after their musical performance on  

December 14.   Their rehearsals will begin  again when Wednesday Night Fellowship resumes on January 11. 
 

Youth Choir will begin its spring semester rehearsals on January 15. 

 



 

Thank You 
 

Dear Friends at CUMC— 

Just a quick note of “Thanks” from my husband, Michael, and me.  Your love and well wishes are continuing to help me 

in our hopes and faith for complete recovery.  From the “Healing Blanket” that I sleep with every night to the many 

cards and messages through my family, it is all greatly appreciated.  What a great and wonderful family I have at 

Crievewood. 

       Love, 

       Betsy Emmitt Schrider 
 

Dear Crievewood Family, 

Thank you for the cards, prayers, and food basket that I received during my recent surgery and recovery.  I feel truly 

blessed. 

       Sharon Watkins 
 

Crievewood United  Methodist Church, 

Thank you for your financial contribution to Jesus’ Closet in 2011.  Your kindness and generosity allows NFUMC to con-

tinue to serve those in need.  Matthew 25:35-40 

        Jesus’ Closet Committee 2011 
 

Happy Holidays! 

Thank you for your prayers, cards, calls, and visits.  We love all of you.  God Bless. 

       Mike and Joan Newman 


