
 

 

                          The Messenger
 

   Crievewood United Methodist Church                                                                                        August 10, 2016 

 

       Pastor’s Pen 
 

     Thank You Trustees 
 

     It has been quite a summer for the Trustees at Crievewood; by that I mean church property ma�ers have kept  

     them busy.  As in storms knocking out power with consequence to computers, wireless service, phone service,  

     the security system, the narthex monitor, and the HVAC func$on in various parts of the building.   Our Trustees  

     worked many days to iden$fy and correct all the issues that developed. The one silver lining seemed to be the  

     “hot sanctuary = shorter sermon” equa$on, of which I was duly informed as worship began. 
 

Then there was the Saturday that one of the front doors had the glass knocked out of it; best guess a rock from  

a lawn mower.  Again Trustees were quick to respond, securing the services of Evans Glass Company that same day,  

and, with broom in hand making the space ready for Sunday morning. 
 

Or many of you may be thinking about the bats that have worshiped with us, fellowshipped with us, and generally  

provided “in building reconnaissance” each night.  Our Trustees addressed the issue through humane removal as  

well as necessary steps to close up access; so far so good.  Here again a silver lining flies in our face; we can  

promote the cloud of bats from witnesses to a�endees and pad our worship a�endance report. Being asleep has  

never disqualified. 
 

And if that wasn’t enough to keep the Trustees ac$ve, several trees by the creek between the church and the  

parsonage fell.  Actually one, a large oak tree (age determined to be around 143 years old), fell taking three other  

trees with it.  I am going to go out on a limb and say that this oak tree was the oldest living thing (animal or plant)  

at Crievewood; a significant loss.   The Trustees hired a company to remove the trees and clean up the area, which  

I might further add was a costly and unexpected expense.  The silver lining here is that the trees did not fall while  

children were heading to or from the playground. 
 

The Trustees did call about insurance coverage for the trees, and learned that filing a claim would not make good  

financial sense.  In that process we discovered that trees were covered under mul$ple scenarios (like lightening),  

including riot.  Good to know. 
 

     A book I highly regard is The Faithful Gardener, by Clarissa Pinkola Estés.  It includes many stories, wisdom the  

     author gained over a life$me of listening to her elders.  She writes of that which can never die, the ongoing cycle  

     of crea$on and the inner work that opens the human spirit to the sublime.  One theme that threads through is that  

     of hospitality, including the hospitality of soil where trees once stood; memory of that book eased my lament of the  

     new look by the creek. 
 

     Thinking about hospitality brings this column full circle, for our Trustees are on the frontline of that ministry.  Again  

     I offer words of gra$tude for a group of Trustees who are so keenly commi�ed to the care and oversight of the church  

     property.  Sweeping up glass is an act of hospitality.  Making the building temperature comfortable is an act of  

     hospitality.  Ensuring the func$on of our phones and internet and monitor and computers is an act of hospitality.   

     Tending to the care of the church grounds is an act of hospitality.  As for removing bats, that is not very hospitable…. 

     but it probably lowers the risk of a riot, which is apparently a risk for our trees.    
 

     Peter van Eys 

   



      

     Up-Coming Events 
 

     Beersheba Family Retreat 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 
 

     CHNA’s Farmin’ in the Hall 
     Don’t forget that the CHNA’s farmers’ market is hosted by Crievewood UMC every Thursday from  4:30-7:00 p.m.   

     Those who have a�ended will a�est that the summer market has been filled with fun, food, and friendly faces and is  

     a community event that you don’t want to miss.  The last Farmin’ in the Hall is August 25.  If you have not yet visited  

     the event, you s$ll have a few more weeks to come and enjoy the fes$vi$es while you support our local farmers by  

     buying fresh seasonable fruits and vegetables for your family table.  

 

     Joint Worship Service 
     There will be a joint worship service for Mt. Pisgah UMC, South End UMC, Liberty UMC, and Crievewood.  The  

     congrega$ons will meet together on Sunday, August 28, at Liberty UMC.  Time of the service is yet to be announced . 

 

 

 

 
     Missions 
 

       AIM Fall Trip to Mountain TOP 
      The Outreach Commi�ee has scheduled a CUMC adult fall mission trip to Mountain Top September 29 to October 2.   

      If you would  like to par$cipate in this effort to meet the need of the residents of the Cumberland Mountains, please  

      call Joe Buffler at 615-351-0601. 

 

     Red Bird Mission 
     You can help the UMW and the Red Bird Mission by saving UPC labels, box tops, and Coke Reward Points.  The mission  

     uses these labels and rewards to help purchase needed items.  You can check this website, www.labelsforeduca$on.com,  

     for qualifying products.  Please place the labels in the container in the kitchene�e upstairs in the Educa$onal Wing.  

 

     BP Check 
     In the month of August, the BP check in the New Journey classroom will be on the third Sunday of the month (August 21).   

     Please be a good steward of your body and u$lize this opportunity. 

    
      

 

 

There is a fun group ready to travel to Beersheba Springs 

the weekend of August 19-21 for Crievewood's annual 

Family Retreat.  Arrive on the mountain any $me aNer 

3:00 p.m. on Friday, August 19.  Contact Leigh Ann Cate if 

you have any ques$ons!    



       Project Transforma5on 
     Following is a le�er from Mariah Pa$llo, the PT intern sponsored by Crievewood.  Mariah served this  

      summer at An$och UMC. 
 

 

 

 

     

     Hello! 

I just wanted to start this le�er by saying how grateful I am that Crievewood UMC was willing to be my partner  

church this summer. I also wanted to genuinely apologize for not geQng an opportunity to come speak with you  

all in person. But I did, however, want to show you guys my apprecia$on as best as I could, so I thought I’d at least  

write this le�er telling you guys about my experience this summer with Project Transforma$on! (It’s a good one,  

and even though it’s rather long, I hope you’ll find $me to read and enjoy it, because you all were the ones who  

made it possible for me to have had this wonderful experience.) 
 

I guess I should introduce myself! My name is Mariah Pa$llo. I would say that I am from kind of all over the South  

and Midwest part of the country. I’ve lived in four different states in the past five years. I grew up and spent the  

majority of my life in Willis, Texas, which is about an hour north of Houston. About four years ago my family and I  

moved out to Montrose, Colorado. This is where we live now, and where I finished my senior year of high school  

and also where I spent a year between high school and college as a full-$me nanny. Two years ago, I moved east  

to Winfield, Kansas, (which is about an hour south of Wichita) for school. There I a�end Southwestern College  

University where I will be a junior working towards a major in Elementary Educa$on with a minor in Chris$an  

Discipleship. And last but not least, I’ve lived here in Nashville for this past summer, and this experience has been  

absolutely incredible.  
 

     This summer I served as the Reading Volunteer Coordinator at An$och UMC. That just means that I was able to  

     meet with and train the volunteers that came to read with our kiddos this summer, and I also helped to generally  

     oversee the reading por$on of our program. As an Elementary Educa$on major, this internship suited me perfectly!  

     I learned so much about myself. I’ve learned that I am capable of doing much more than I ever thought that I could,  

     and I owe it all to the Power of the Holy Spirit who works miracles through our weaknesses. I’ve seen myself grow in  

     so many ways, but most importantly, I’ve seen myself grow closer with Christ. He’s been showing me more and more  

     about what it looks like to live and love like He did. And he’s also been showing me more and more about what my  

     future might look like. The future will always be a li�le blurry, but I’ve learned that the more I pray and devote my  

     $me to knowing Him more, the clearer and brighter my future becomes. As of right now I know that I am being called  

     to work with and love children who are underprivileged. This could mean all sorts of things. I’m thinking maybe  

     teaching in a low-income, urban school district, or maybe it could mean that I’ll be blessed to adopt children of my  

     own someday… Again I’m not certain at all what exactly God is calling me towards, but I do know that I have been  

     called, and it’s been a crazy, fun journey following in the footsteps of Jesus and geQng to know Him deeper and deeper.  
 

The children that I have been blessed to serve this summer were simply beau$ful. Some children came to site every  

morning with huge smiles and a li�le too much energy, while others came every morning bearing the weight of home  

and family troubles. But every child that came experienced love equally. I think that most of the children enjoyed being  

in a place where they were being poured into by our team of incredible interns. They were mo$vated to learn, they  

were funny and silly, they were innocent and kind, and by the end of the day they always seemed to be a li�le more  

s$nky and messy than when they arrived. These kiddos were so great. They encouraged and inspired and taught me  

so much. I already miss them like crazy. 
 

               My story about Project Transforma$on would not be complete if I did not tell you all about the awesome team of  

     interns that we served with all summer. We all lived together on the campus of Belmont University. Who knew that  

     a college campus could feel so much like a home away from home? In all honesty, this summer was a par$cularly hard  

     summer for me and for a surprising number of other interns concerning life outside of Project Transforma$on. But  

     when I look back, those hard $mes are not what I remember most. The things that really stand out to me when I think  

     about this summer were 1.) How faithful God was through it all, and 2.) How He worked his loving mercy through the  

     wonderful community of interns. We all supported one another and encouraged one another and prayed for one  

     another and kept each other accountable and laughed and laughed and laughed with one another. We all travelled  

     to Nashville from all over the country to serve this city, and since most of us were far from our homes, we all basically  

     became each other’s family. It was so beau$ful, and I know for a fact that I have made some life-long friends through  

     Project Transforma$on who I can always lean on for prayer and support no ma�er how far we live from one another  

     now. God did so much good through the inten$onal Chris$an community that we built there. It is something that I will  

     never forget.  



     So again I would like to say thank you all. Thank you so so much.  I could not have been here without you guys! This  

     summer has been an absolutely incredible experience for me. I’ve seen and felt God in ways that I didn’t know that I  

     could, and I’ve seen myself grow in ways that could never have imagined. God is good, and He is doing incredible things  

     through Project Transforma$on! 
 

Praise be to God, our faithful Lord and redeemer. Amen.          

 

 
 

     Ac5vi5es 
 
     Summer Meet and Eat 
     Summer Meet and Eat is an opportunity for Crievewood friends to gather on Wednesdays at a local restaurant for dinner  

     and fellowship during the summer months.  The schedule for the next few weeks is below. 
 

                           August 10     Red Lobster in Hickory Hollow       meet at the restaurant at 4:30 p.m. 

                       August 17     LongHorn’s in Brentwood                meet at the restaurant at 4:30 p.m. 

                       August 24     Olive Garden in Hickory Hollow           meet at the restaurant at 4:30 p.m. 

 

     JOY Club 
     On Thursday, August 25, the JOY Club group will carpool to Ashland City for lunch at Riverview Restaurant and  

     Marina.  This restaurant is famous for its caTish entrée. 

 

     Tuesday Bible Study 
     Tuesday Bible Study meets at 9:30 a.m. every Tuesday in the Wesley classroom.  Par$cipants are currently finishing  

     a study on Detec�ve Stories from the Bible and will begin a new short Disciple course on August 23.  The group  

     always welcomes new members.  If you would like to be part of the new study, please contact Jim Kannon.  

 

     UMW General Mee5ng 
     The UMW General Mee$ng is scheduled on Saturday, Sept. 17, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Rev. Glenn  

     Cranfield, President and CEO of the Nashville Rescue Mission will be speaking on the services that the Nashville  

     Rescue Mission provides.  All members of the congrega5on are invited to a9end. 

 

     Hand Bell Inquiry  
     Have you been wan$ng to see the hand bells of our church put to good use?  Me, too! Following  

     the late service on August 28, there will be a short mee$ng for those interested in learning hand bells. 

       Youth - adult of any age are welcome, and you do not have to have any musical background. The goal  

     is to prepare an offering for Christmas.  If you are interested in bells but cannot a�end the mee$ng,  

     please email Hailee Hunt-Hawkins at hhunt89@gmail.com.  I look forward to seeing you on the 28th!  

     Hailee 

 

     Crievewood’s Music Schedule 
     The Chancel Choir has resumed it’s normal prac$ces.  The next two rehearsals are on August 17 and August 31 at  

     7:10 p.m. in the music room.  If you like to sing, please think about adding your voice to the harmony of the choir. 

     The Gathering band and ensemble have been filling the air with musical praise all summer long.  They con$nue to  

     meet on Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m. for prac$ce.  If non-tradi$onal music is your style, consider joining this group.     

 

     AIM Spaghe< Dinner 
     The adults who are volunteering for Mountain Top will be raising money to offset the cost of their mission trip by  

     offering a delicious spagheQ dinner aNer the tradi$onal service on Sunday, September 18.  If you cannot par$cipate  

     as part of the Mountain Top team, please support the mission by a�ending the spagheQ luncheon. 

 



      UMM 
      The next mee$ng of the United Methodist Men is just around the corner.  On Saturday, September 10, the men will  

      meet in Fellowship Hall at 8:00 a.m. for the tradi$onal breakfast and program.   Come, and bring a friend with you. 

 

 

 

     Other Items  
 

     Financial Commi9ee Update 
     At mee$ngs of the Finance Commi�ee and the Administra$ve Council, an audit report was received for the year  

     ending December 31, 2015.  The audit found no issues and stated that the financial statements were an accurate  

     presenta$on of the financial posi$on of CUMC.  The audit was performed by John Tickle and Jason Sims.  The Finance  

     Commi�ee and the Administra$ve Council express our apprecia$on to John and Jason for the $me and effort they  

     put forth in this important oversight role.  Both commi�ees also express our gra$tude to Joe Buffler for the countless  

     hours he spends as church treasurer.   
 

     Ken Pinkston and Steve Curry 

 

     Charge Conference 
     This year’s Charge Conference has been scheduled on Sunday, September 18, at 1:00 p.m. right aNer the AIM  

     spagheQ luncheon.  Look for forms to be distributed and prepara$on to begin next week. 

 
     Crievewood Preaching Schedule 
     The preaching schedule for Crievewood for the next two months, both services, is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Youth 
 

     Youth Schedule 
     A new year of youth group has kicked off, and we are excited about everything that is happening this year.  The  

     youth group is open to anyone 7th - 12th grade.  Contact Steph for more details. 
 

     Upcoming Youth Group dates: 

               Aug. 14 -               Meet at church at 4:45pm for service project at Glendale UMC 

               Aug. 21-                Youth Group 5pm  

               Aug. 28 -               Youth Group 5pm 

               Sept. 4 -                 No Youth, Labor Day Weekend 

               Sept. 11 -               Youth Group 5pm 

               Sept. 18 - 3pm      Breaking the Silence, suicide preven$on program @ Calvary UMC 
 

 

August 14        Rev. Peter van Eys 

August 21        Rev. Peter van Eys 

August 28       Chelsey Hedglin                 

September 4      Rev. Stephanie Dodge 

September 11       Rev. Peter van Eys 

September 18       Rev. Peter van Eys 



     Children’ s Corner  
 

     The Children's (K-6) Music Kick-Off Party 
     We will meet for a grand kick-off on Wednesday, August 31 from 6pm - 7:30pm. We will have a short mee$ng  

     reviewing important dates and goals for the semester. This year, we will be focusing on developing our musical  

     skills by prac$cing reading music and working more with our Orff instruments. The mee$ng will be followed by  

     food, games, and merriment. Pizza and drinks will be provided! Come see what our group is all about! This group  

     is for children K-6th grade. Please RSVP to hhunt89@gmail.com 

     Hailee 

 

 
     Nursery Schedule   

                               1st ShiC                    2nd ShiC  

                        August 14         Bob & Mary Bryan              Randy & Susan Cortner  

                                 August 21         Christy Stansbury & Kellyanne     TBA—Retreat 

                                 August 28         Lisa Sims & Adele White                Lisa Sims & Josh Cate 

 
     Child Care News 
 

     NEW SCHOOL YEAR: 

     We have greeted the new school year with a bang and are excited about our 15 new families!  Teachers completed  

     two days of in-service, and then we welcomed our students, new and old, to their new classrooms.  Watch for some  

     fun fall art to pop up in our hallways. 

  

     OPENINGS: 

     We have one opening in our 4 year-old preschool class, and three openings in our school-age program. If you know  

     of families s$ll searching for a program, please share our informa$on with them and have them contact Sharon Ferrell  
     with questions. 


